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From EU law to EEA law – an introduction

HOMOGENEITY INCORPORATION

STEP-BY-STEP
EEA 

RESOURCES



EEA and homogeneity
• Homogeneity is the main principle of the EEA 

Agreement
• EEA is based on the same rules

• The different dimensions of homogeneity:
• Judicial dimension 
• Surveillance dimension
• Dynamic dimension

• Art 102 EEA

• Internal market is constantly evolving



EEA relevance
• The EEA unites the three EEA EFTA States and the EU 

into an internal market based on the free movement of:
• Goods
• Services
• Capital 
• Persons

• EEA is focused on the internal market
• EU policies in other areas (e.g. agriculture, common trade 

policy etc) are outside the scope of the EEA

• Only EU legislation that is falls within this scope should 
be incorporated



Incorporation: Main steps
• Decision shaping

• Adoption in the EU
• Assessment of acts
• Drafting stage
• Decisions adopted in the EEA Joint Committee



Formal decision-making
• EEA Joint Committee

• Brings together the EEA EFTA States and the EU
• EU represented by the Secretariat-General of the Commission

• Can add legal acts to the EEA Agreement
• Acts by consensus

• EFTA States speak with one voice
• EFTA Standing Committee coordinates the position of the EEA EFTA 

States
• Five Subcommittees
• EFTA Working Groups and Expert Groups



Where to find EEA legal acts?

• EU legal acts become EEA legal acts upon 
incorporation

• Resources
• EEA Lex
• Webtool on how EU law becomes EEA law 
• How to read EEA law

https://www.efta.int/eea-lex
https://www.efta.int/efta-toolbox/how-eea-works-webtool
https://www.efta.int/efta-toolbox/how-read-eea-law


Thank you!
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