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30 years of the EEA Agreement



WHAT? 

WHY?

HOW?



3 Donor States

15 Beneficiary 
States 
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€1.5B EEA Grants and €1.3B Norway Grants

€2.8 billion in total 

With programmes implemented in 14

15 Beneficiary States

23 programme areas

95 programmes in 14 countries and 

2 regional programmes

EEA and Norway Grants 

in a nutshell



WHAT? 

WHY?

HOW?



… the Contracting Parties… agree on the need to reduce 

the economic and social disparities between their 

regions…

A Financial Mechanism shall be established …. in 

addition to the efforts already deployed by the Community 

in this regard

EEA Agreement – Art 115-117

Basis for the 

EEA and Norway Grants



… Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway (“the EFTA States”) 

shall contribute to the reduction of economic and social 

disparities in the European Economic Area and to the 

strengthening of their relations with the Beneficiary 

States, through financial contributions in the priority 

sectors…

Agreement between the EEA 

EFTA states and the EU (38c)

Protocol 38



The next funding period

✓ Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein and EU agreed on the continued need to 

reduce economic and social disparities in the EEA

✓ Negotiations on a next funding period started

2021

2022
June

✓ Agreement reached on the EEA and Norwegian Financial Mechanism for 

2023-20282024
June

❑ 12. September

Signing of the agreement of the 2021-2028 Financial Mechanism between 

the Donor states and the EU.
2024
September



2021 – 2028 

FUNDING PERIOD

Thematic priorities

• European green transition

• Democracy, rule of law and 

human rights

• Social inclusion and resilience

The EEA and Norway Grants 

combined contribution to reducing 

social and economic disparities in 

Europe is €3.268 billion in the 

2021 – 2028 funding period.

EEA Grants €1.805 billion 

Norway Grants €1.463 billion 



WHAT?

WHY?

HOW?





1. Innovation, 

research and 

education

2. Poverty 

reduction and 

social 

inclusion

3. Environment, 

energy and 

climate

4. Culture, 

civil society 

(10%), 

human 

rights and 

good 

governance

5. Justice 

and home 

affairs

Priority Sectors 



The Menu –

Programme areas

• 23 programme areas identified by 

the donor side.

• Where the Grants can make a 

difference

• Seven programmes on average 

per country



Programme 

cycle (7+3 

years)

1. Agreements with the 

Beneficiary States

2. Programme 

development

3. Selection of projects

4. Implementation

5. Closure



• National and local 

authorities

• Civil society 

organisations

• Private and public 

enterprises

• Research and 

educational institutions

• Social partners

Who can apply?

Only entities from 

the Beneficiary 

States can apply for 

funding. Entities 

from the Donor 

States can be 

partners.



DATA 

AND 

RESULTS 

PORTAL
data.eeagrants.org



MEDIA 

LIBRARY
eealibrary.org



Thank you

www.eeagrants.org
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