
What is covered by the EEA?
EEA

What is not covered by the 
EEA?

The scope of the EEA Agreement differs from 
that of the EU treaties. 

The following EU policies are not covered by 
the EEA Agreement: 

Common agricultural and fisheries policies 

Customs union

Common trade policy 

Direct and indirect taxation 

Economic and monetary union 

Common foreign and security policy

Justice and home affairs 

EU legal acts adopted in service of those EU 
policies are not incorporated into the EEA 
Agreement. Occasionally, the EU may adopt 
legal acts that have both EEA relevant and 
non-relevant elements. In such cases, the EEA 
EFTA States and the EU will discuss how to 
address such acts with a view to maintaining 
the good functioning of the EEA, including 
the partial incorporation of the EEA-relevant 
parts of such acts. 

Through the EEA Agreement, the EU Member 
States and the EEA EFTA States (Iceland, 
Liechtenstein and Norway) have created a 
shared European Economic Area – the EEA. 
The EEA brings its participants together in the 
internal market, which entails the free 
movement of goods, services, persons and 
capital (“the four freedoms”) with common 
competition and state aid rules. The EEA also 
encompasses closer cooperation in other 
areas such as research and development, the 
environment, education and social policy. 

This ensures that individuals and operators 
can participate fully in the EEA on a level 
playing field. 

To maintain the level playing field, EU legal 
acts that regulate fields within the scope of 
the EEA are incorporated into the EEA 
Agreement. These legal acts are referred to 
as being “EEA relevant”. Incorporation into 
the EEA Agreement means that the acts 
become applicable in the EEA EFTA States in 
addition to the EU Member States.   
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How do I find out if an act is 
EEA relevant?

All acts that are considered for incorporation 
into the EEA Agreement appear on EEA-Lex. 
Using EEA-Lex you can find information 
about proposed EU legal acts with possible 
EEA relevance, adopted EU acts under 
consideration for incorporation into the 
EEA Agreement, acts that have already been 
incorporated into the Agreement and acts 
that have been excluded from incorporation.

How is the EEA Relevance of 
a legal act decided?

The EEA Joint Committee – composed of 
representatives of the EEA EFTA States and 
of the European Commission – decides 
on the incorporation of acts into the EEA 
Agreement. 

Elements that may be taken into 
consideration when determining whether 
an act is EEA relevant include whether 
the act: supports the achievement of a 
homogenous EEA; is based on one of the 
four freedoms or competition law; and is 
covered by one of the annexes or protocols 
to the EEA Agreement which the EEA Joint 
Committee is competent to amend. 

www.efta.int

EU legal acts may include the marking 
“Text with EEA relevance” when 
published in the EU’s Official Journal. 
This marking can generally be taken 
as an indication that the act should 
be considered for incorporation into 
the EEA Agreement. However, the 
presence or absence of such a marking 
is not a definitive predictor of whether 
an act will be incorporated into the 
EEA Agreement or not.

The EEA EFTA States monitor all new 
publications of EU acts and assess 
their possible relevance to the EEA. 
Where the EEA relevance of an act is 
unclear, discussions are convened 
between the EU and EEA EFTA sides in 
the forum of the EEA EFTA working 
and expert groups for each field.   
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