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DECISION No. 1/2022 OF THE EEA EFTA STATES - UK JOINT COMMITTEE 

of 21 September 2022 

adopting its Rules of Procedure  

 

The EEA EFTA States - United Kingdom Joint Committee ("the Joint Committee"), 

 

Having regard to paragraph 9 of Article 15.1 of the Free Trade Agreement between Iceland, 

the Principality of Liechtenstein and the Kingdom of Norway of the one part, and the United 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland of the other, done in London, on 8 July 2021 

(“the Agreement”), 

 

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

 ARTICLE 1  

 

The Rules of Procedure of the Joint Committee, as set out in the Annex A to this Decision, 

are hereby adopted.  

 

 

 

ARTICLE 2 

 

This decision shall enter into force on the day of its adoption. 

 

 

Done at London, United Kingdom on 21 September 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

….…………………………     ….………………………… 

 

      

 

 

 

….…………………………     ….………………………… 

 

For the Joint Committee  
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ANNEX A 

 

RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE EEA EFTA STATES - UNITED KINGDOM 

JOINT COMMITTEE ESTABLISHED BY THE FREE TRADE AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN ICELAND, THE PRINCIPALITY OF LIECHTENSTEIN AND THE 

KINGDOM OF NORWAY OF THE ONE PART AND THE UNITED KINGDOM OF 

GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND OF THE OTHER (“THE 

AGREEMENT”) 

 

 

RULE 1 

 

Composition and Chair 

 

1. The Joint Committee that is established by paragraph 1 of Article 15.1 of the Agreement 

shall perform its duties as provided for in Article 15.1 of the Agreement. 

  

2. The Joint Committee shall be composed of senior representatives of each Party and, in 

accordance with paragraph 6 of Article 15.1 of the Agreement, meetings shall be co-chaired by 

one of the EEA EFTA States and the United Kingdom. 

 

 

RULE 2 

 

Secretariat 

 

1.  The Secretariat of the Joint Committee (“the Secretariat”) shall be composed of officials 

from each EEA EFTA State or their designees, and the United Kingdom. The Secretariat shall 

perform the tasks conferred on it by these Rules of Procedure and attend the Joint Committee 

meetings if necessary.  

 

2.  Each Party shall send its correspondence addressed to the Joint Committee via the 

Secretariat. 

 

3.  The Parties shall notify each other of the names, positions and contact details of the 

officials or designees who are their members of the Secretariat. 

 

 

RULE 3 

 

Meetings 

 

1. In accordance with paragraph 6 of Article 15.1 of the Agreement, the Joint Committee 

shall meet whenever necessary but normally once a year. 

  

2. Each meeting of the Joint Committee shall be held on a date and location jointly agreed 

by the Parties. The Parties may agree to hold a Joint Committee meeting by video- or 

teleconference. 

3. The Parties may, by agreement, decide to invite observers or independent experts on an 

ad hoc basis. 
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4. In accordance with paragraph 7 of Article 15.1, each Party may request at any time, 

through a notice in writing to the other Parties, that a special meeting of the Joint Committee 

be held. Such a meeting shall take place within 30 days from the receipt of the request, unless 

the Parties agree otherwise. 

 

RULE 4 

 

Delegations 

 

1. Before each meeting of the Joint Committee, the Secretariat shall be informed of the 

intended composition of the delegation of each Party. 

 

2. Each Party shall endeavour to include in the composition of its delegation, officials 

having necessary expertise relevant to the issues to be discussed.  

 

RULE 5 

 

Documents 

 

Written documents on which the deliberations of the Joint Committee are based shall be 

numbered and circulated by the Secretariat as documents of the Joint Committee. 

 

 

RULE 6 

 

Confidentiality 

 

1. Unless otherwise specified by the Agreement or decided by the Parties, the meetings of 

the Joint Committee shall not be open to the public.  

 

2. When a Party submits information designated as confidential to the Joint Committee, 

the other Parties shall treat that information as confidential and shall not otherwise use or 

disclose that information without the specific permission of the Party providing the 

information, except where this is necessary to comply with legal requirements.  

 

 

RULE 7 

 

Agendas for Meetings 

 

1.  The Secretariat shall draw up a draft provisional agenda for each meeting of the Joint 

Committee and shall circulate it, together with relevant documentation, no later than 14 days 

before the date of the meeting.  

 

2. The draft provisional agenda shall include items in respect of which the Secretariat has 

received a request for inclusion by a Party. Any such request, together with any relevant 

documentation, shall be submitted to the Secretariat no later than 21 days before the date of the 

meeting.  
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3. No later than 5 days before the date of the meeting, the Parties shall decide by mutual 

consent on the provisional agenda for the meeting. 

 

4. The agenda shall be adopted by the Joint Committee at the beginning of its meeting. 

Items other than those appearing on the provisional agenda may be added to the agenda if the 

Parties so decide. 

  

5. The Parties may by mutual consent reduce or increase the time periods specified in 

paragraphs 1 to 3 in order to take account of the requirements of a particular case.  

 

RULE 8 

 

Minutes 

 

1. Draft minutes of each meeting of the Joint Committee shall be drawn up by the 

Secretariat officials of the Party hosting the meeting, within 20 days of the end of the meeting, 

unless otherwise decided by the Parties. The draft minutes shall be circulated via electronic 

mail for comments through the Secretariat Comments may be submitted within 20 days from 

the date of receipt of the draft minutes.  

 

2. The minutes shall, as a general rule, summarise each item on the agenda, specifying 

where applicable: 

 

(a) the documentation submitted to the Joint Committee; 

 

(b) any statement that any of the Parties requested to be entered in the minutes; and 

 

(c) the decisions taken, recommendations made, statements agreed upon and 

conclusions adopted on specific items.  

 

3. The minutes shall include as an annex, a list of participants setting out for each of the 

delegations the names and functions of all individuals who attended the meeting. 

 

4. The Secretariat shall revise the draft minutes on the basis of comments received and the 

draft minutes, as revised, shall be approved by the Joint Committee within 90 days of the date 

of the meeting, or by any other date decided with the agreement of the Parties.  

 

5. Each Party may publish the approved minutes of the Joint Committee with the 

agreement of the other Parties. 
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RULE 9 

 

Decisions and Recommendations 

 

1. The Joint Committee may make decisions in respect of all matters where the Agreement 

so provides and may also make appropriate recommendations.  In accordance with paragraph 

5 of Article 15.1 of the Agreement, the Joint Committee shall take decisions and make 

recommendations by consensus and may adopt these either by meeting in person or in writing. 

The Joint Committee may adopt decisions and make recommendations regarding issues related 

to only one or several EEA EFTA States and the United Kingdom. In this case, consensus shall 

only involve, and the decision or recommendation shall only apply to, those Parties. 

 

2.  In the period between meetings, the Joint Committee may adopt decisions or 

recommendations by written procedure, including by electronic means if agreed by the Parties. 

For that purpose, the text of a proposed decision or recommendation will be sent by the Party 

making the proposal to the Secretariat. The Secretariat shall circulate the proposed draft 

decisions or recommendations for approval with a reasonable period specified for the Parties 

to the decision or recommendation to make known any concerns or proposed amendments. The 

proposed draft decision or recommendation shall be deemed adopted on the date the Secretariat 

receives the last approval of the Parties.   

 

  

 

3. All decisions and recommendations of the Joint Committee shall be assigned a serial 

number, date of adoption and a title referring to their subject matter. Each decision will 

provide for a date of entry into force, subject to the completion of any necessary internal 

requirements and procedures. 

 

4.  In accordance with paragraph 8 of Article 15.1, if a representative of a Party in the 

Joint Committee has accepted a decision subject to the fulfilment of domestic legal 

requirements, the decision shall enter into force on the date that the last Party notifies that its 

internal requirements have been fulfilled, unless otherwise agreed. The Joint Committee may 

decide that the decision enters into force for those Parties that have fulfilled their internal 

requirements, provided that the United Kingdom is one of those Parties. 

 

5.  Each Party may publish the decisions and recommendations adopted by the Joint 

Committee. 

 

6.  All Joint Committee decisions shall be deposited with the Depositary. 

 

RULE 10 

 

Working Language of the Joint Committee  

 

The working language of the Joint Committee shall be English. Unless otherwise decided 

jointly by the Parties, the Joint Committee shall base its deliberations on documents prepared 

in English. 
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RULE 11 

 

Expenses 

  

1. Each Party shall meet any expenses it incurs as a result of participating in the meetings 

of the Joint Committee. 

 

2. Expenditure in connection with the organisation of meetings and reproduction of 

documents shall be borne by the Party hosting the meeting.  

 

3. Expenditure in connection with interpretation in meetings, or translation of documents, 

shall be borne directly by the Party arranging such interpretation or translation.  

 

 

RULE 12 

 

Subcommittees, Working Groups and Other Bodies 

 

1.  Pursuant to subparagraph 2(e) of Article 15.1 of the Agreement, the Joint Committee 

shall supervise the work of all subcommittees, working groups and other bodies established 

under the Agreement. 

 

2. The subcommittees, working groups and other bodies established under the Agreement 

shall report to the Joint Committee on results and conclusions from each of their meetings. 

 

3. The present Rules of Procedure shall apply mutatis mutandis to the subcommittees, 

working groups and other bodies established under the Agreement, unless specified otherwise 

within the Agreement, or otherwise decided by each subcommittee, working group or other 

body. 

 

RULE 13 

 

Amendment to Rules of Procedure 

 

These Rules of Procedure may be amended by a decision of the Joint Committee in 

accordance with the provisions of Rule 9. 


