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REPORT 

 

The second round of negotiations between the EFTA States and the Republic of Moldova was 

held from 30 June till 2 July 2021 by videoconference. Ambassador Harald Aspelund from 

Iceland acted as EFTA spokesperson, whereas State Secretary Iuliana Drăgălin headed the 

delegation from the Republic of Moldova. 

 

Delegations made substantial progress and were able to conclude negotiations in the fields of 

rules of origin and sanitary and phytosanitary issues. Trade and sustainable development, 

competition and technical barriers to trade were concluded already in the first round earlier this 

year.  
 

Heads of delegations met on 2 July to take stock of the process and confirmed their commitment 

to conclude an ambitious free trade agreement by the end of the year.  

 

Regarding trade in goods, experts were able to narrow down the remaining open provisions in 

the legal text. On market access, the discussions on the requests exchanged before the round 

showed a high degree of complementarity in agricultural products, despite existing sensitivities 

on both sides in this sector. For trade in fish, marine and industrial products, a feasible outcome 

is free trade as of entry into force of the Agreement. 

 

On trade remedies, EFTA and Moldova were able to reach agreement on the non-application 

of anti-dumping measures. The provisions on trade remedies are almost final with only one 

technical issue remaining in the article on subsidies and countervailing measures, to which 

Moldova will revert in the intersessional period. 

 

Regarding services, experts discussed issues outstanding including most-favoured-nation 

(MFN) treatment and review of the Chapter, leading to closing discussions on the core text. 

Similarly, discussions on the Telecommunications Annex led to resolving the remaining 

issues. Initial discussions on market access took place as well, with initial offers having been 

presented by all Parties.  

On investment, productive discussions took place that resulted in a swift conclusion of the text. 

Discussions were also held on reservations lists, resulting in an improved understanding of each 

side’s reservations and paving the way for an expected conclusion of talks before the next 

round.  

 

In the areas of rules of origin and trade facilitation, experts met jointly to discuss the few 

remaining open elements. Rules of origin were agreed. These provisions establish a link to the 
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PEM Convention and foresee the bilateral application of the revised rules of the Convention. 

Only one footnote remains open in the trade facilitation annex, foreseen to be solved by 

intersessional exchanges ahead of next round.  

 

Experts on intellectual property rights constructively discussed the remaining open issues. 

Agreement was reached on almost all outstanding provisions with only a few technical elements 

to be finalised. Discussions on geographical indications (GIs) will continue over the coming 

months and, where applicable, the public consultations of the lists containing the GI 

denominations to be protected have been launched. 

 

On government procurement, the EFTA States and Moldova agreed to incorporate the World 

Trade Organisations’ (WTO) Government Procurement Agreement (GPA) into the free trade 

agreement. Building on the substantial commitments undertaken by both Parties in the GPA 

they also agreed to introduce new articles in the chapter on sustainable procurement and on 

facilitation of participation of SMEs. Possible improved market access beyond GPA will be 

discussed in the next meeting.  

 

EFTA and Moldova made very good progress regarding legal and horizontal issues. They 

managed to agree on the chapters on institutional and final provisions with only minor technical 

issues left in the chapters on general provisions and dispute settlement. 
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