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Context 
 
The EFTA States and Georgia held their first Joint Committee meeting under the EFTA-
Georgia Free Trade Agreement (FTA), which entered into force in 2017 for Georgia, 
Iceland and Norway and in 2018 for Switzerland and Liechtenstein. The meeting was 
hosted by EFTA on 13 May 2022 in Geneva and was preceded by the first meeting of the 
Sub-committee on Trade in Goods on 12 May which was held in hybrid format. 
 
Mr Jan Farberg, Director-General at the Norwegian Ministry of Trade, Industry and 
Fisheries acted as the EFTA spokesperson, while Mr Genadi Arveladze, Deputy Minister 
of Economy and Sustainable Development of Georgia, headed the Georgian delegation.  
 
General assessment 
 
The delegations confirmed the smooth functioning of the FTA without identifying any 
implementation issues. They further discussed exchanging data on preference 
utilisation and EFTA undertook to send its new model texts on trade facilitation, trade 
and sustainable development (TSD) and e-commerce.  
 
Georgia and the EFTA States discussed thoroughly various aspects related to the 
implementation of the provisions in the TSD chapter, based on questions exchanged 
ahead of the meeting. 
 
Individual agenda items 
 
The Joint Committee adopted decision 1 of 2022 establishing its rules of procedure and 
decision 2 of 2022 amending Annex II to the Agreement on rules of origin, providing for 
the alternative rules of the PEM Convention. The first decision entered into force upon 
adoption, while the entry into force of the second decision is subject to domestic 
ratification procedures. 
 
Georgia and EFTA engaged in an exchange of information on domestic economic 
developments, foreign trade relations and free trade agendas. Georgia reported on its 
accession process to the European Union, which is at a preliminary stage. Current topics, 
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such as economic tendencies in the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic together with recent 
challenges due to Russia’s war in Ukraine were also topics of this exchange.   
 
On trade in goods, the Joint Committee received an oral report from the Sub-committee 
which held a constructive meeting. The EFTA States had presented their horizontal 
preference utilisation project and thanked Georgia for the positive reaction and data 
already provided. The Sub-committee had agreed to further cooperate on this matter.  
 
In trade in services, the delegations had a preliminary discussion on the recently 
concluded negotiations on services domestic regulations under the corresponding Joint 
Statement Initiative at the WTO.  
 
Georgia disclosed that provisions on e-commerce were included in newly concluded 
agreements. In response, EFTA informed Georgia about its new model chapter and 
agreed to share it for information purposes as both sides are interested in pursuing 
discussions on digital trade.  
 
As part of EFTA’s enhanced mechanism regarding the monitoring of the provisions on 
trade and sustainable development in EFTA’s FTAs, the parties exchanged a series of 
questions in advance related to the implementation of the TSD chapter. This exchange 
of information contributed to a comprehensive and informative discussion during the 
meeting. The EFTA States and Georgia highlighted their latest labour market 
developments as well as their key measures and policy framework to address child and 
informal labour, foster occupational health and safety, including labour inspections, as 
well as to promote gender equality on their labour markets. Moreover, the Parties 
discussed domestic procedures related to tripartite consultations for labour issues.  
 
On environmental topics in connection with the chapter, the discussion touched upon 
the Parties’ respective strategies to combat climate change, including the greenhouse 
gas emission trading system. They also addressed eco-labelling, mining and hydropower, 
as well as issues relating to the implementation of CITES. 
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