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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The document presents EFTA comments to the Commission's proposal for a 
Council/EP decision on the European Year of Languages 2001 (COM(1999) 485 
final). A request is made for the text of the proposal to be amended to open the 
activity to participation from the EFTA EEA States. 

1. The proposal  “European Year of Languages” (COM(1999) 485 final), presented
by the Commission on 13 October 1999, intends to raise awareness among the
population of the European Union of the advantages of understanding and speaking
other languages, and of the various possibilities which exist for learning to do so.

2. Linguistic diversity is a key element in Europe's heritage and will remain so in
the future. In addition, promotion of language learning is an essential element for
citizens to take full advantage of the opportunity to move and reside freely within the
European Economic Area.

3. Accordingly, language learning has been an important element in the Socrates
(including Lingua) and Leonardo da Vinci programmes, as well as in the European Year
of Lifelong Learning 1996 and the MLIS programme, in which the EFTA EEA States,
Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway, have participated fully.

4. The EFTA EEA States therefore  welcome the Commission's proposal for
actions related to the European Year of Languages 2001, following the initiative by the
Council of Europe, who has already adopted a decision designating 2001 the European
Year of Languages.

5. As regards the Commission's initiative, the EFTA EEA States endorse all
activities and  measures proposed. No mention is however made of participation by the
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EFTA EEA States. In our view the activity should be open to full participation of the 
EFTA EEA States in accordance with the conditions established in the EEA Agreement. 
 
6. In September 1999 EFTA submitted to the Commission a draft EEA Joint 
Committee Decision to amend Protocol 31 of the EEA Agreement to include the 
preparatory measures for the European Year of Languages 2001 as proposed in the 
annual budget for the European Union for the year 2000. Following the present 
proposal, a draft EEA Joint Decision regarding the foreseen EP/Council decision on the 
European Year of Languages 2001 will be submitted to the Commission in the near 
future. 
 
7. In order to facilitate the participation of the EFTA EEA States, we propose that 
it is explicitly stated in the final decision of the Council and the European Parliament on 
the European Year of Languages that the activity is open to participation from the EFTA 
EEA States in accordance with the conditions established in the EEA Agreement, as it is 
the case, for example, with decisions on Leonardo da Vinci II and Socrates II. In this 
respect, reference is made to the Commission's recent proposal for a Council Regulation 
amending Regulation (EC) No. 2894/94 concerning arrangements for implementing the 
Agreement on the European Economic Area, which aims at simplifying the procedures 
for EFTA EEA participation in programmes and activities of the European Union where 
the relevant acts state that EFTA EEA participation is foreseen. 
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