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EXECUTIVE  SUMMARY 
 
The EEA EFTA States consider the new Communication as an important and 
substantive contribution to the development of a sustainable transport sector in 
Europe. The EEA EFTA States look forward to taking an active part in the follow 
up of the Commission Communication, inter alia, in the workshops organised by 
the Short Sea Panel of MIF (Maritime Industry Forum) and the Commission.  
 
The findings of the Progress Report correspond to the situation in the EFTA 
countries concerned,  inter alia, in terms of environmental aspects and safety 
levels. The EEA EFTA States welcome the inclusion of ports in the TEN-Transport 
Guidelines,  which is important for the supporting of Short Sea Shipping solutions 
and, thus,  for the development of fully-fledged inter-modality. The EEA EFTA 
States would like to underline the particular importance of efforts to streamline 
administrative formalities, transport documentation and insurance of transported 
goods within the EEA, in order to facilitate inter-modality.  It is also important 
that the various modes of transport are treated equally with respect to 
infrastructure charging, as well as other factors which would determine the 
relative competitive position of each mode.  One of the EFTA States has a 
comprehensive research programme in the maritime field. Thus, it is of particular 
importance to enhance the co-operation in Research & Development.  The 
introduction of new concepts for transportation and measures for more extensive 
use of Short Sea Shipping could be linked to the need for fleet renewal in this 
particular trade. 
 
The draft Council Resolution is considered an important step for endorsing the 
suggestions in the Communication.  The EEA EFTA States are prepared to engage 
themselves in the process of incorporating this resolution in the EEA Agreement at 
an early date.   
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I GENERAL  COMMENTS 
 
1. The EEA EFTA States generally welcome the Communication from the 
Commission “The development of Short Sea Shipping in Europe: A Dynamic 
Alternative in a Sustainable Transport Chain.  Second Two-yearly Progress Report”   
(COM (1999) 317 final). The new Communication is an important and substantive 
contribution to the development of a sustainable transport sector in Europe. 
 
2. The EEA EFTA States look forward to taking part in the follow up of the 
Commission Communication, and would like to underline the importance they attach to 
their participation, inter alia, in the workshops organised by the Short Sea Panel of MIF 
(Maritime Industry Forum) and the Commission.   
 
3. The findings of the Progress Report correspond to the situation also in EFTA 
countries concerned, where national studies indicate that maritime transport is an 
environmental friendly mode of transport, in particular with regard to transport of 
goods.  Another important feature is an excellent record for maritime transport with 
regard to accidents in passenger transportation. 
 
4. The emphasis of the communication is the promotion of inter-modality, and in 
particular that the use of the sea leg option in such operations is of vital importance for 
the development and functioning of the future European transport networks and 
corridors.  The EEA EFTA States therefore welcome the inclusion of ports in the TEN-
Transport Guidelines and the proposal to incorporate detailed criteria for identification 
of relevant ports. This amendment should improve the possibilities for supporting, more 
actively, Short Sea Shipping solutions, and thus create a better basis for fully-fledged 
inter-modality. 
 
5. Regarding concrete measures to follow up of the Commission Communication, 
the EEA EFTA States would like to underline the particular importance of efforts to 
streamline administrative formalities, transport documentation and insurance of 
transported goods within the EEA, in order to facilitate inter-modality.  We would like 
to draw attention to information contained in the document “Comparison of the 
documentation in Short Sea Shipping and road transport” which clearly proves the need 
for new measures in this area.    
 
6. In addition, it is of critical importance that the focus is set on infrastructure 
projects which could remove bottlenecks for inter-modal transport, in particular in ports. 
 
7. It is also important that the various modes of transport are treated equally with 
respect to infrastructure charging, as well as other factors which would determine the 
relative competitive position of each mode.  In this respect the follow up of the White 
Paper from the Commission on infrastructure charging is of particular importance (Cf. 
EFTA comments on White paper on Fair Payment for Infrastructure use: A phased 
approach to a common transport infrastructure charging framework in the EU 
(2/TR/W/009)). Vessels are normally paying for their use of port and sea-lane 
infrastructure through port and sea-lane fees.  Sea transport has thus a disadvantage in 
competition since cost-absorption is not introduced to the same extent for the land 
transport modes. 
 



2/TR/W/011 
- 3 - 

 

8. It might be of interest that one EFTA country (Norway) has a comprehensive  
maritime research program which also includes Short Sea Shipping topics.  One of the 
objectives of this programme is to promote Short Sea Shipping solutions in transports 
both between Norway and Europe and domestically.  Some of the research programmes 
are conducted in co-operation with partners in the EU within the framework of the EU 
Framework Programmes on Research and Technological Development.  It is of 
particular importance to enhance the co-operation in Research & Development in this 
area in order to utilise limited resources to the extent possible, and to transform the 
results into operational solutions to the benefit of both transport providers and users. 
 
9. It is a fact in many European countries that the fleet operating in Short Sea 
Shipping is in need of renewal.  It is necessary to introduce new concepts for 
transportation and measures which would encourage more extensive use of Short Sea 
Shipping, in order to trigger the process of fleet renewal.  Such fleet renewal would not 
only improve the position of Short Sea Shipping in inter-modal operations, but could 
also lead to environmental advantages, since old technology is replaced by new and 
more efficient ones.  In addition,  fleet renewal could create new employment 
opportunities for ailing shipyards in need of new contracts.   
 
10. The draft resolution tabled for adoption by the Council on 9-10 December 1999 
is considered as an important step for endorsing the suggestions in the Communication.  
The EEA EFTA States are prepared to engage themselves in the process of including 
this resolution in the EEA Agreement at an early date. Reference is made to the 
incorporation in the EEA Agreement of the Council Resolution on Short Sea Shipping 
of 11 March 1996.  
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