Luxembourg:

Ministerial meeting between EFTA
countries and the EC and its Member States

Joint Declaration
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General view of the «Jumbo» meeting in Luxembourg.

A meeting at ministerial level between the European Com-
munity and its Member States and the States of the Euro-
pean Free Trade Association was held on Monday 9 April
1984 at the Kirchberg European Centre, Luxembourg.

The meeting was chaired, for the Community, by Mr.
Claude Cheysson, Minister for External Relations of the
French Republic and President-in-Office of the Council, and,
for the EFTA countries, by Mr. Mats Hellstrom, Minister for
Foreign Trade of the Kingdom of Sweden and current minis-
terial chairman of the EFTA Councils. The Commission of the
European Communities was represented by Mr. Wilhelm
Haferkamp, Vice-President.

The participants adopted the following joint declaration at
the end of the meeting:

1. Stressing the very special importance they attach to
relations established by the Free Trade Agreements between
the Community and the EFTA countries, Ministers of the
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Member States of the European Community and of the
States of the European Free Trade Association and the Com-
mission of the European Communities met to take stock of
more than a decade of cooperation in free trade, and to lay
down orientations to continue, deepen and extend coopera-
tion within the framework of, and beyond the Free Trade
Agreements.

2. With the abolition, in early 1984, of the last remaining
tariff barriers and quantitative restrictions affecting their
bilateral trade and industrial products, the Community and
the EFTA countries have attained the goal set more than ten
years ago.

There has thus been established the largest system of free
trade in the world, within which one quarter of world trade
takes place, with over 300 million consumers, and which
future enlargement of the Community will be sure to widen
further. This achievement has been a major element in the
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