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The following is an abstract of the EFTA Bulletin “EFTA Guide to EU Programmes (2007-13)” published
November 2007.The full Bulletin contains descriptions of all the 2007-2013 programmes, together with good
practice examples and a section on how to apply for funding. The full Bulletin is available on the EFTA
Secretariat’s website: http://www.efta.int/

The EU Culture programme was set up to stimulate the
mobility of artists and art. Culture remains a responsi-
bility of the EU Member States, while the role of the
EU is to support and supplement national actions by
stimulating exchanges, dialogue and mutual under-
standing. The freedom of movement brought about by
the Internal Market has facilitated cultural exchanges
and cultural dialogue across borders. At the same time,
globalisation has increased exposure to more diverse
cultures from across the world, making intercultural
dialogue an important objective of the new culture
programme. 

Who can apply?

The programme is open to public or private
organisations, whose principal activity is the cultural
sphere (cultural and creative sector).

Previous programmes

Until now, the EEA EFTA States have participated in
several culture programmes. From 1996 to 1999,
Kaléidoscope aimed at encouraging artistic, cultural
creation and cooperation of a European dimension,
Ariane (1997-1999) supported books and reading
including translation and Raphaël (1997-1999)
supplemented EU Member States’ policies on cultural
heritage of European significance.

From 2000 to 2006, different activities were merged
into the Culture 2000 Framework programme, which
co-funded more than 1 500 cultural cooperation
projects in the form of festivals and international
exhibitions, amongst others. 

The Culture programme 
2007-2013

The new Culture programme offers opportunities to a
wide variety of participants, ranging from cultural
organisations to enterprises in the culture sector,
administrations to networks, thus enabling cooperation
in a wide range of formats.

The Culture programme’s general objective is to help
enhance the culture shared by Europeans. This is based
on a common cultural heritage, developed through
culture cooperation between the creators, cultural
players and cultural institutions of the countries taking
part in the programme, with a view to encouraging the
emergence of European citizenship. 

The Culture programme also aims to facilitate mutual
understanding, stimulate creativity and contribute to
the mutual enrichment of European cultures. The
Culture 2007-2013 programme not only sets ambitious
political goals for unity of diversity through mobility,
it also contains a new methodology of consultation and
partnership, as the programme attempts to reach out to
stakeholders for help in implementing the programme.

The 3 specific objectives of the programme are to:

• promote the transnational mobility of cultural
players;

• encourage the transnational circulation of artistic
and cultural works and products;

• encourage intercultural dialogue.

Projects must attain at least one of these objectives.
Moreover, when awarding grants, particular attention
is paid to actions that meet 2 of the 3 specific
objectives of the programme. 

The EU budget of the Culture Programme is €400
million for 2007-2013, which annually represents
more than twice that of the Culture 2000 programme. 

The Culture programme consists of 3 components:

Support for cultural actions such as multiannual
cooperation projects, cooperation measures and
“special actions” to help raise the visibility of the
Community cultural action within and beyond the EU;

Support for bodies active at European level in the
field of culture, such as organisations that pursue an
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aim of general European interest in culture or an
objective that is part of the European Union’s policy
in the area;

Support for analyses and collection and dissemination
of information and for maximising the impact of
projects in cultural cooperation (e.g., support for the
European network of cultural contact points, analyses
in cultural cooperation and support for the collection
and dissemination of information and for maximising
the impact of projects in the field of cultural
cooperation).

The Commission has resently proposed to link the
cultural sector more closely to the Lisbon Strategy,
through 3 major objectives that form a “common”
cultural strategy for the European institutions, the EU
Member States, and the cultural and creative sector: 

• promotion of cultural diversity and intercultural
dialogue; 

• promotion of culture as a catalyst for creativity in
the framework of the Lisbon Strategy;

• promotion of culture as a vital element in relations
with countries outside the European Union. 

The Cirque Nouveau project 

Curiosity, openness, creativeness and artistic courage were the
key concepts of the Cirque Nouveau project. Through this
project, about 200 young people from different cultural
backgrounds had the unique opportunity to develop
stimulating new performance acts for the modern circus, and
thus enthral transnational audiences with their spectacular
shows. Groups of 40 adventurous young people from each of
the 5 partner countries throughout Europe were given
guidance and training by both music and circus schools in
their home countries to develop their skills and confidence in
this most demanding area of performance arts. 

The transnational Cirque Nouveau summer school created a
cauldron of excitement, exchange, invention and discovery
as performers in disciplines as diverse as the trapeze, fire-
eating, dance and music, met to train together. The culmination of this ambitious project was a transnational tour
of Cirque Nouveau, giving mobility and visibility to the young performers and their art.

The coordinator of the project, which has 10 participants from 6 different countries, is the Norwegian
Kulturskolerådet.

See http://www.kulturskoleradet.no/

EFTA good practice

Contact points

European Commission 
http://ec.europa.eu/culture/

Cultural Contact Point Iceland
http://www.evropumenning.is/

Office of Cultural Affairs
http://www.skf.llv.li/

Arts Council Norway 
http://www.kulturrad.no/

© Art Council Norway, ABM-utvikling, Riksantikvaren.
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