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Presentation Notes
This is George Maragoudakis. He has been working as an interpreter for the Greek Asylum Service (AS) for around a year now. Before 2010, Greece didn’t have an asylum service. Today it employs 260 people, but is still underfunded and overwhelmed as the volume of work has grown beyond any predictions.  George is one of 80 interpreters financed through the EEA Grants asylum programme in Greece, contracted to AS via the humanitarian NGO, Metadrasi. The work done by George and his colleagues is very important. Vulnerable and often highly traumatised, asylum applicants also face the challenge of navigating the legal system in an unfamiliar environment. Language differences are the first obvious barrier. Applicants are entirely reliant on an interpreter to present their story accurately, and the asylum service relies on the interpreter to facilitate their work.



© Green Group

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Romania has the lowest rate of recycling in the EU. Through his company Total Waste Management (TWM), eco-entrepreneur Constantin Cristea is trying to change that. TWM has established a network of collection points for sorted and recycled waste. So far, 120 new jobs have been created. Green Business Norway has been involved from the start, with the new collection points also integrating Norwegian-designed technology. 
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“ I worked in an international environment where there were many cultures together. It may seem very simple, but it really makes you more understanding and tolerant, as you get to know other people’s cultures, ways of life, ways of working and habits.”Olga Novillo Sanjuan (pictured 2nd left), a 23 year old Biology student from the University of Valencia, Spain. The EEA Grants took her on a journey to Trondheim where she spent 10 months studying at the Norwegian University of Science and Technology (NTNU).
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The three donor countries, Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway, finance 150 economic and social development programmes in 16 EU countries. Each of the 6 500 projects has been financed under one of these programmes. Funding is channelled through the European Economic Area (EEA) and Norway Grants. The EEA Grants are jointly financed by all three donors who contribute according to population size and economic wealth. The Norway Grants are financed solely by Norway.The grant schemes are worth €1.8 billion in the current 2009-2014 period (deadline for implementation is 2016/17). The allocation for the new period amounts to €2.8 billion



COOPERATION:
Strengthen bilateral 
relations between the 
donor and beneficiary 
countries

SOLIDARITY:
Reduce economic and 
social disparities in 
Europe 



EEA Agreement

Article 115 

…With a view to promoting a continuous and 
balanced strengthening of trade and economic 
relations between the Contracting Parties agree on 
the need to reduce the economic and social 
disparities between their regions… 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Grants are linked to the Agreement on the European Economic Area. The EEA binds together the 28 EU member countries with Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway as equal partners in the internal market.   Despite much progress in Europe, significant disparities in economic development and living standards between countries persist. This undermines the functioning of the internal market.  Reducing economic and social disparities is a therefore a commitment in the EEA Agreement (Article 115), and reflected as a core aim of the Grants. ‘Levelling the playing field’ will contribute to building a stronger and more cohesive Europe, based on equality and solidarity and to the benefit of all.
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Eligibility mirrors the criteria set for the EU Cohesion Fund aimed at EU countries with a Gross National Income (GNI) per inhabitant of less than 90% of the EU average. 





Areas of support (€m)



Innovation, Research, Education 
and Competitiveness

Environment, Energy, Climate 
Change and Low Carbon Economy

Justice and Home Affairs

Social Inclusion, Youth Employment 
and Poverty Reduction

Culture, Civil Society, Good 
Governance and Fundamental 
Rights

Entering a new 
period 2014-2021
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Presentation Notes
Agreement signedAllocation are set by a key agreed with the EU (population, income MoU process started.. Some progressing faster (due to their and donor priorities) how far apart are we in the beginning.. Hopefully finalise all of them by end of next year. POs picked 2018 NS SEE FIRST PROJECTS TOWARDS END OF 2018.
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International cooperation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Strategic partnership with international organisations are a key feature of this funding period, bringing added expertise, results and value to the grant schemes.The Council of Europe provides advice as well as technical input and know-how in its areas of expertise – human rights, democracy and the rule of law. In 2014, substantial progress was made on the implementation of the 21 programmes in which it is involved, spanning ten beneeficiary countries, on issues as diverse as gender-based violence and trafficking, to Roma issues and justice reform. The cooperation has also included the CoE youth campaign No Hate Speech Movement.The European union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) provides expert advice on the protectioin of fundamental rights and engages with the EEA & Norway Grants on issues of mutual interest. In 2014, cooperaton with FRA centred on the themes of hate crime and hate speech, ciolence against women and Roma inclusion.Collaboration with Transparancy international (TI) – a global civil organisation that promotes transparency and fights corruption- draws on its expertise in assessing corruption risks. Special attention is given to the grant management process. In 2014, TI prepared country reports which point to potential risks of corruption and supported the development of an overview of risk mitigation measures to provide advice on how to tackle corruption.Open Society Foundations (OSF) support a more open , transparent and tolerant society. In the grant schemes, they provide strategic advice on how to strengthen civil society in Europe, promote tolerance and improve the situation of the Roma.





Financial Mechanism Office in Brussels





National and local authorities

NGO and civil society organisations

Private and public entreprises

Research and educational institutions

Students and teaching staff

Social partners

Counterpart 
bodies from the 
donor countries 

can become 
partners in 

projects









Thank you for your attention

www.eeagrants.org 

www.facebook.com/EEANorwayGrants
www.twitter.com/EEANorwayGrants

www.youtube.com/EEANorwayGrants
info-fmo@efta.int
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