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Introduction 

The need to prevent the most severe consequences of climate change while ensuring security 
of energy supply and enhancing competitiveness is one of our society’s major challenges. 

Many scientists argue that the increased amount of carbon dioxide (CO2) and other greenhouse 
gases released by human activities has an impact on the global climate, as suggested, e.g. by 
the latest report from the International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). The effects of climate 
change are projected to increase gradually in relation to the increase in greenhouse gases 
concentration in the atmosphere and related temperature increase. This will likely lead to 
environmental, economic, social and political challenges. To prevent the most severe impacts, 
the international community has agreed that global warming should be kept under 2°C above 
pre-industrial levels. The European Union (EU) and the EEA EFTA States are active advocates of 
these goals.  

The combination of rising global energy demand, high dependence on non-renewable energy 
sources and the urgent need to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases means that the energy 
sector is facing important challenges.  

The Global energy market has experienced major changes in the past Developing countries 
account for a growing share of global energy demand. The recent and fast development of 
unconventional fossil fuels such as shale gas in the United States (US) has led to a fall in the gas 
and electricity prices, improving the US competitiveness significantly. In contrast, European 
consumers have to bear ever higher costs for their electricity bills. These changes are 
weakening the position of Europe in the global energy market and have a negative impact on its 
competitiveness.  
 
Another key challenge is energy dependency. The EU is dependent on energy imports for 
around half of its energy consumption1, and the bill for importing that energy amounted to over 
3% of the EU’s gross domestic product in 20122. To reduce that dependency and ensure 
security of supply, substantial investments are required to use energy more efficiently, increase 
the share of renewable energy, and diversify energy sources and supply routes. Finding those 
investments is a major challenge in the current economic context in Europe. Development of 
underutilized renewable resources i.e. geothermal can play a significant part towards this 
challenge. 
 
The guiding principle of EU energy policy is to ensure a competitive, secure and sustainable 
energy system. This is particularly challenging since developments in the energy sector and the 
capacity to address climate change depend on global energy trends. The interests of climate 
change cannot be seen without taking into account the need for sustainable energy security in 
the long-term perspective. 
 
The financial crisis has also affected the way the EU is dealing with climate and energy policies 
and challenged the level of ambition that had emerged before 2008. High public debt and the 
pressure to create jobs and growth have since made it challenging to secure the necessary 
financial support and political commitment to develop ambitious policies, both at EU level and 
in individual member states. This is reflected in the current debate between member states and 
the EU institutions about the level of ambition to set for the 2030 framework. 

                                                        
1 Eurostat. 
2 European Commission, 2014, Communication on a policy framework for climate and energy in the period from 2020 to 2030, COM(2014) 15. 

http://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/2030/docs/com_2014_15_en.pdf
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In this paper we will take a look at the development of EU climate and energy policy and how 
this is relevant to the EEA EFTA States and Switzerland, with a particular focus on the recent 
proposal from the European Commission on a 2030 framework for climate and energy policies. 
The co-rapporteurs suggest that in view of the relevance of EU climate and energy policy to the 
Internal Energy Market, of which the EEA EFTA States and Switzerland are presently part, the 
EEA Joint Parliamentary Committee should follow discussions on the proposed framework 
closely and keep it high on its agenda.  
 
This report is a follow–up of previous initiatives from the JPC in the area of climate and energy 
policy towards 2030. In October 2013, the Committee adopted a Working Paper outlining the 
main issues debated in the Green Paper launched by the European Commission and the 
relevance for the EEA Agreement and Switzerland. The EFTA parliamentarians issued a 
resolution in November 2013 as a follow-up to the Working Paper highlighting their opinion on 
the certain areas such as Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS), the Emissions Trading Scheme, 
Capacity Markets for electricity production and the importance of research and innovation.      
 
 
Energy policy in the EU and its relevance to the EEA and Switzerland 

Energy is a key domain of EU policy making. It was at the heart of the European project with the 
foundation of the European Coal and Steel Community in 1951, which created a common 
market for coal and steel among its Member States3 and led to the signing of the Treaty of 
Rome in 1957.  

In the 1990s, the EU started the process of establishing an Internal Market for Electricity and 
Gas, an item that remains high on today’s agenda. The EU and its Member States are working 
hard to address shortfalls in the completion of the Internal Energy Market, scheduled for 2015. 
In 2006, the EU established the “Energy Community” with several neighbouring countries, 
extending the EU’s Internal Energy Market to South East Europe and beyond4. Switzerland is 
part of the European electricity network from its beginning in the late 1950s. Since 2007 the EU 
and Switzerland have been negotiating an electricity agreement in order to ensure 
Switzerland’s participation in the European electricity market. The energy policy of the EU 
gained further impetus in 2009 when the Lisbon Treaty provided a new legal basis and 
recognized its powers to develop an energy policy.  

Energy issues are also of great importance to relations between the EU and the EEA EFTA 
States, as well as between the EU and Switzerland, the latter retaining observer status in the 
EEA.  

Firstly, the EEA EFTA States are part of the Internal Energy Market by virtue of the EEA 
Agreement5. Norway, in addition, is an observer to the European Energy Community, thereby 
contributing to the shaping of a unified energy system. While not part of the EU’s common 
energy or climate policy as such, several legal acts in this field are considered EEA relevant and 
have been incorporated into the EEA Agreement and implemented in the EEA EFTA States. As 
mentioned above, Switzerland is currently negotiating an electricity agreement with the EU in 
order to fully integrate in the Internal Energy Market and hereby maintain its important role in 

                                                        
3 Belgium, France, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands and West Germany. 
4 http://www.energy-community.org/portal/page/portal/ENC_HOME. 
5 By virtue of the EEA Agreement, the EEA EFTA States apply most of the European legislation related to the Internal Market and its four 
freedoms, including in a set of horizontal policy areas such as social policy, consumer protection, environment, statistics and company law, and 
cooperate with the EU in areas such as research and EU programmes. 

http://www.energy-community.org/portal/page/portal/ENC_HOME
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the European electricity system.6 Furthermore, the EU and Iceland are negotiating an 
agreement on Iceland's participation in the joint fulfilment of the commitments of the EU and 
its Member States in the second commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol. 

In cases where EU climate objectives and specific targets for individual EU Member States are 
included in new EU legislative proposals, the EEA EFTA States negotiate with the EU the 
corresponding targets that would be appropriate for their own countries. The fact that the EEA 
EFTA States and Switzerland remain sovereign over their national policies allows them to use 
tools and policy models that they consider appropriate for them such as the Norwegian tax on 
carbon dioxide (CO2).  

Secondly, the EU, the EEA EFTA States and Switzerland are important trading partners. Norway 
is the main supplier of natural gas to the EU and the second biggest supplier of energy 
products7 after Russia. From a Norwegian perspective, the EU is an important export market, 
and from a European perspective, imports from Norway help diversify energy supplies. 
Switzerland and other countries in the Alps are important peak electricity producers. The 
countries’ water storage capacity provides operational flexibility to meet demand both at home 
and abroad and foster the increase of electricity from intermittent renewable sources. 
Switzerland is also an important transit country for electricity and gas. More than 30 electricity 
lines connect the Swiss transmission system with its neighbours. In Iceland further studies are 
under discussions looking into the feasibility of an energy interconnector to Europe from social, 
economic and environmental perspectives. 

Finally, the EFTA States and EU are close allies in international climate negotiations and will 
work together to reach an ambitious agreement in Paris in 2015. 

Framework for 2030: a milestone between the 2020 targets and the long-term 2050 objective 

The EU has, over the last decades, developed a set of policies to mitigate climate change and 
increase energy security, focusing in particular on energy efficiency, renewable energy and 
emissions reduction targets. The development of a European Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) 
has been important to reaching the set targets. Limiting the temperature increase to not more 
than 2 degrees above pre-industrial levels is the guiding principle of the EU’s climate goals, and 
European leaders have repeatedly underlined their willingness to transform Europe into an 
energy-efficient low-carbon economy8. 

In 2007, European leaders adopted three targets for EU climate and energy policy to be 
achieved by 20209, also known as the “20-20-20” targets: a 20 % reduction in greenhouse gas 
emissions (below 1990 levels), a 20 % increase in the share of energy from renewable sources, 
and a 20% improvement in energy efficiency.  

These targets are in line with scientific estimates suggesting that in order to limit the global 
average temperature increase, global greenhouse gas emissions should peak by 2020 and be 
halved by 2050 compared to 1990 levels.  The scientific estimates would translate into a 25-40 
% reduction by 2030 and 80-95 % reduction by 2050.  

 

                                                        
6 The negotiations have been suspended by the European Commission as a reaction to the Swiss vote on “mass immigration” on 9 February 
2014. 
7 Oil and natural gas taken together. 
8 European Council Conclusions, March 2007. 
9 European Council Conclusions, March 2007. 
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Status 2020 framework (20-20-20 targets) 

The EU will most probably reach the targets of 20% emission reduction and 20% renewable 
energy. These are both binding targets. However, the 20% energy efficiency target, which is not 
binding will most likely not be reached. According to the European Environment Agency, there 
are important differences between the EU Member States. However, while few are unlikely to 
reach all three targets, all are likely to at least reach one.   

From 1990 to 2012, there has been a reduction in greenhouse gas emissions of 18 %. If no 
further action is taken, it is likely that the reduction will be 21% by 2020, and 24% if the 
proposed actions are still taken.  

Renewable energy counted for 13% of the total energy consumption in the EU in 2011. It is 
likely to be around 20% by 2020. According to the European Environment Agency, only Bulgaria, 
Denmark, France and Germany have seen important progress with regard to energy efficiency. 
They have all implemented cross-sectorial initiatives as part of a more holistic approach to 
energy efficiency.   

Roadmap 2050 

In 2009, European leaders committed to reducing EU greenhouse gas emissions even further by 
2050, compared to 1990 levels10. As a follow up, in 2011 the European Commission published a 
Roadmap for moving to a competitive low-carbon economy by 205011, which looks at possible 
scenarios for decarbonising the European economy in a long-term perspective. The Roadmap 
suggests that in order to reach the 2050 emissions reduction target, emissions in Europe should 
be reduced by around 40% below 1990 levels by 2030.  

Also in 2011, the European Commission published the Energy Roadmap 205012, which explores 
the challenges of decarbonising the European power system while at the same time ensuring 
security of energy supply and competitiveness. The Roadmap notes that full implementation of 
the “20-20-20” targets and milestones towards 2050 such as a 2030 climate and energy 
framework is needed for the successful transformation of the energy system.  

It also singles out so-called “no regret options” valid across all decarbonisation scenarios, such 
as using energy more efficiently, increasing the share of energy from renewable sources, 
investing in research and development, and developing new energy infrastructure and storage 
capacity. In addition, it points out the need for international cooperation on energy matters and 
climate action. The Roadmap highlights Norway, Switzerland and Russia as important 
neighbours. Norway and Russia are the two biggest suppliers of energy products, and Norway 
and Switzerland are further mentioned as crucial partners for interconnecting the national 
energy networks in Europe.  

Internal Energy Market 

The completion of the Internal Energy Market by 2014 is an integral part of the 2020 climate 
and energy policy framework. It is mentioned in the 2050 Roadmap as a cornerstone for 
decarbonising the European economy. 

                                                        
10 European Council Conclusions, October 2009. 
11 European Commission, 2011, a Roadmap for moving to a competitive low carbon economy in 2050, COM(2011) 112. 
12 European Commission, 2011, Energy Roadmap 2050, COM(2011) 885. 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52011DC0112:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52011DC0885:EN:NOT
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There are major challenges related to its completion. In 2012, the European Commission 
published a Communication on the Internal Energy Market highlighting among others the wide 
gap between Member States in terms of the development of their energy markets. 

For the EEA EFTA States, participation in the Internal Energy Market through the EEA 
Agreement is of crucial importance. Their current focus is on incorporating the 2009 Third 
Energy Package into the EEA Agreement, and the issue is high on the agenda in discussions 
between the EU and the EEA EFTA States. One of the issues that remain to be resolved is EEA 
EFTA participation in the new Agency for the Cooperation of Energy Regulators (ACER). 
Participation is crucial since ACER will play an important role in the Internal Energy Market. 
Participation poses constitutional challenges in terms of transferring sovereignty to an EU 
agency of which the EEA EFTA States are not full members, with extended powers to impose 
decisions on the Internal Energy Market, in which they are fully integrated. 

Switzerland is facing similar challenges in its negotiations with the EU on an electricity 
agreement. On a technical level, talks have been progressing in the last few months. However, 
the negotiations are overshadowed by the broader issue of how bilateral agreements between 
the EU and Switzerland are to be structured in the future (institutional and horizontal issues). 
The Swiss energy system is already highly interconnected with its European neighbours. It’s 
crucial role in transit and flexible electricity production from hydro power would be ensured by 
a bilateral agreement. 

Another important issue for the completion of the Internal Energy Market is the development 
of large energy infrastructure projects in Europe. In October 2013, the European Commission 
adopted a list of projects in the field of electricity transmission and storage that may have 
access to financial support from the Connecting Europe Facility, under which over EUR 5 billion 
has been allocated to trans-European energy infrastructure for the period 2014 to 2020. There 
are also two projects in Norway on the Commission’s project list. Switzerland’s importance as a 
transit country has been acknowledged by four cross-border projects concerning Switzerland 
(three for electricity, one for gas) on the list. 

 

The Green Paper – debating a future framework  

In March 2013, the European Commission published a Green Paper13 
on a 2030 framework for 

climate and energy policies in line with previous proposals. Following the publication, the EEA 
Joint Parliamentary Committee decided to monitor discussions and future developments 
closely. A working paper on energy and climate 2030 was adopted by the EEA JPC in October, 
drawing attention to the ongoing discussions in the EU and how the Committee might want to 
address these issues in the future.  
 
The Green Paper explains that the 2030 framework has to build on existing policies and draw 
lessons from the 2020 targets14. A key question during the public hearing was whether the 2030 
framework should have one single emissions reduction target only, or, as in the 2020 
framework, also include targets for renewable energy and energy efficiency. Related questions 
concerned whether targets should be legally binding, how they interact with each other and 

                                                        
13 Green papers are documents published by the European Commission to stimulate discussion on given topics at European level. They invite 
the relevant parties (bodies or individuals) to participate in a consultation process and debate on the basis of the proposals they put forward. 
Green papers may give rise to legislative developments that are then outlined in white papers. 
14 The European Commission’s Roadmap for moving to a competitive low-carbon economy in 2050 and Energy Roadmap 2050 of 2011, which 
outline possible ways of achieving the long-term climate and energy objective (agreed at the European Council). 
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whether they should be set at European, national, local or sector level. 

Input from EU Member States on the Green Paper 

14 EU Member States provided input to the Green Paper. There was broad consensus on the 
need for an emission reduction target and for a market based mechanism such as the Emissions 
Trading Scheme to achieve this. 

With regard to emission reduction, countries such as the UK, Denmark, France and Spain 
favoured a 40% cut by 2030. The UK and Finland were also open to more ambitious targets if 
supported by a global deal. Poland preferred not to set an emission target for 2030.         

Regarding renewable energy, several countries such as Denmark, Portugal, Estonia, Lithuania 
and Austria supported binding targets for 2030 while France proposed to set targets at a later 
stage. Finland supported less binding targets while the UK and the Czech Republic argued to 
drop binding targets.     

Only Denmark and Portugal supported fully binding targets for energy efficiency by 2030. 
Finland was positive to an indicative target while Romania supported a non-binding target. 
Austria and Cyprus preferred to postpone the discussions until after 2014, while the UK and the 
Czech Republic were negative to binding targets.   

Input from EEA EFTA States on Green Paper 

In spring 2013, the former Norwegian Government sent a position paper to the EU Heads of 
State outlining its views on European energy issues. It also presented the Green Paper on a 
2030 climate and energy framework to the European Consultative Committee of the Norwegian 
Parliament. At the biannual debate on the EU/EEA it was underlined that the Parliament should 
engage in the discussions on the 2030 framework for climate and energy policies at an early 
stage.  

As a follow up to this, the EEA JPC adopted a working paper on the 2030 energy and climate 
framework at its meeting in October 2013 based on the issues raised in the Green Paper, 
together with a resolution that encouraged further follow-up from the Committee on this issue. 
In addition, the EFTA parliamentarians took the initiative to express their views on the current 
discussions in a separate resolution in November 2013. Both were sent to relevant EU 
Commissioners and European Parliament committees and rapporteurs. 

The Norwegian government provided input to the public consultation on the Green Paper in 
December 2013 where it recommended the EU to introduce one binding target only, on 
emission reduction, not on renewable or energy efficiency. It also underlined that a 
strengthening of the Emissions Trading Scheme through specific proposals at European level is 
necessary for structural reform of the trading scheme. The aim is to reduce the surplus and 
increase the prices on the allowances in order to establish efficient incentives for investments 
in green technology.   

The Norwegian Government also provided a contribution to the public consultation on the 
future of CCS in Europe. 
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Latest developments: a 2030 framework for climate and energy policies 

Following the public consultation and discussions at EU and national level on the Green Paper, 
in January 2014 the Commission launched a Communication on a policy framework for climate 
and energy in the period from 2020 to 203015, together with a legislative proposal to reform the 
EU Emissions Trading System ETS16, a report on energy prices and costs in Europe17, and a 
recommendation on unconventional fossil fuels18.  
 
The 2030 Communication proposes two targets for 2030: a greenhouse gas emissions reduction 
target of 40%, and an EU-wide target for renewable energy of at least 27%. It also proposes 
renewed ambition for energy efficiency, a new governance system and a set of indicators to 
ensure a competitive and secure energy system.  

Greenhouse gas emissions 

The proposed 40% emissions reduction below 1990 levels shall be met through emissions 
reductions within the EU. This would be achieved by a 43% reduction below 2005 levels in 
sectors covered by the EU ETS and a 30% reduction below 2005 levels in non-ETS sectors. The 
latter target would be shared equitably between EU Member States.  

Reform of the EU Emission Trading Scheme 
 
To achieve the proposed emission reduction in ETS sectors, the Communication explains that 
the number of allowances shall be reduced from 1.74% to 2.2% annually as of 2021. To address 
the structural imbalance between emission permit supply and demand, the Commission 
presented a proposal for the establishment and operation of a market stability reserve. The 
idea is to set up a mechanism as of 2021 that would automatically adjust the supply of emission 
allowances to be auctioned depending on the size of the existing surplus of emission 
allowances on the market.  

Renewable energy 

The 2030 Communication also proposes an EU-wide target for renewable energy suggesting 
that at least 27% of the energy consumption in the EU shall by 2030 come from renewable 
energy sources. It argues that such a target is necessary to drive continued investment in the 
sector. That target would, however, not be divided into national targets through EU legislation, 
unlike under the 2020 framework. Instead, it would give EU Member States flexibility to 
transform their energy systems according to national preferences and circumstances. To ensure 
that the EU as a whole achieves the 27% target however, each EU Member State will have to 
develop national energy plans setting its own renewable energy target and describing how it 
will achieve this in line with the new governance system (see below).     
 
Energy efficiency  
 
The Communication stresses the importance of energy efficiency and explains that its 
contribution to the 2030 framework will be considered in the context of a review of the Energy 
Efficiency Directive, due to be concluded later in 2014. This review will assess progress made 

                                                        
15 European Commission, 2014, Communication on a policy framework for climate and energy in the period from 2020 to 2030, COM(2014) 15. 
16 European Commission, 2014, Proposal for a decision concerning the establishment and operation of a market stability reserve for the Union 
greenhouse gas emission trading scheme and amending Directive 2003/87/EC, COM(2014) 20. 
17 European Commission, 2014, Communication on energy prices and costs in Europe, COM(2014) 19. 
18 European Commission,. 2014, Recommendation on minimum principles for the exploration and production of hydrocarbons (such as shale 
gas) using high-volume hydraulic fracturing, 2014/70/EU. 

http://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/2030/docs/com_2014_15_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/ets/reform/docs/com_2014_20_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/doc/2030/20140122_communication_energy_prices.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2014:039:0072:0078:EN:PDF
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and consider the need for possible amendments to the Directive and additional measures. 
Member States’ national energy plans will also have to cover energy efficiency. 
 
New governance system  
In order to achieve a common approach and stronger coherence of the energy policy in Europe, 
the Communication proposes a new governance framework based on national energy plans. 
These plans cover energy efficiency, renewable energy and CCS and are to be developed by 
Member States and assessed by the Commission.  
 
New set of indicators 
 
Last but not least, the 2030 Communication proposes assessing the EU’s climate and energy 
policy against a set of indicators and objectives, including energy price differentials, 
diversification of energy imports, deployment of smart grids and interconnections, and intra-EU 
coupling of energy markets. 
 
Report on energy prices and costs 

The 2030 Communication was accompanied by a report on energy prices and costs in Europe, 
which assesses key drivers and compares prices within Europe, as well as between Europe and 
its main trading partners. The report concludes that in order to reduce energy costs in Europe, 
it is essential to complete the Internal Energy Market, further develop energy infrastructure, 
promote energy efficiency, increase renewable energy production, and diversify energy sources 
and supply routes.  

Recommendation on unconventional fossil fuels 

The 2030 Communication was also accompanied by a communication on the exploration and 
production of hydrocarbons such as shale gas using high volume hydraulic fracturing in the EU, 
together with a recommendation on minimum principles for their exploration and production.  

The communication outlines the potential new opportunities and challenges stemming from 
shale gas extraction in Europe. It explains that by 2035, shale gas could contribute almost half 
the EU’s total gas production and meet about 10% of the EU’s gas demand. The direct price 
effect on European regional gas markets is, however, likely to remain moderate compared to 
that in the US, due to expected low volumes and high production costs. While EU legislation 
applies to shale gas activities, certain environmental aspects associated with exploration and 
production are not comprehensively addressed in current EU legislation. The Commission 
therefore also adopted a recommendation outlining minimum principles that would contribute 
to enabling shale gas activities while ensuring that climate and environmental safeguards are in 
place. 

The European Parliament 

In response to the Green Paper, the EP Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food 
Safety and the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy prepared a joint report that was 
adopted on 9 January 2014. The EP plenary adopted the resolution based on the report on 5 
February. 
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A majority in the European Parliament voted in favour of three binding targets for 203019. 
Firstly, a 40% reduction target of greenhouse gases, secondly, a 40% target for energy efficiency 
and finally a 30% target for renewable energy. The European Parliament believes that there 
should be binding national targets and sees this as a more ambitious climate and energy policy 
than the European Commission. The European Parliament in particular considered that a strong 
binding energy efficiency target should be at the core of EU's future energy policy. It also 
expressed its concern about the planned new governance structure for the 2030 framework, 
calling for a better coordination of the EU policy. The final legislative outcome is still not yet 
decided.  
 
State of play and next steps 

The 2030 Communication is now being discussed in the EU and its Member States. As a next 
step, the Council and the European Parliament will discuss the proposal made by the European 
Commission.  

The European leaders discussed the framework at the European Council meeting on 20 and 21 
March 2014. The adopted conclusions confirm the main objectives proposed by the European 
Commission stating that the 2030 framework needs to improve the coherence between the 
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, energy efficiency and the use of renewable energy. A 
reform of the Emissions Trading Scheme plays a central role in this regard. The conclusions also 
underline the importance of ensuring affordable energy prices and providing flexibility for 
Member States to determine their energy mix and deliver on national commitments. 

No decision on the final policy framework has, however, been taken at this stage. The European 
leaders have tasked the European Commission with proposing objectives to improve 
interconnections of electricity and a plan for the reduction of EU energy dependency to be 
considered, among other issues, at the European Summit in June. A final decision on the 2030 
framework will then be taken in October 2014 according to the conclusions from that meeting.      

The legislative proposal on the establishment and operation of a market stability reserve for the 
ETS is undergoing the co-legislative procedure and has to be agreed upon by the European 
Parliament and the Council.  

 Concluding remarks 

The European debate on a 2030 framework for climate and energy policies is taking place in the 
context of a difficult financial situation and changes in the global energy markets notably due to 
the production of shale gas in the US and rising energy demand in Asia. Competitiveness and 
energy prices have gained traction and are now prominent on the European agenda. 

Addressing these challenges requires cooperation at international level, including with 
neighbouring countries. 

The European Commission’s recent proposal for a 2030 framework for climate and energy 
policies is of direct relevance to the EEA EFTA States and Switzerland due to their strong 
integration in the Internal Energy Market and the alignment of their national climate and 
energy policy goals with those of the EU.  

                                                        
19 http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20140203IPR34510/html/MEPs-want-binding-2030-goals-for-CO2-
emissions-renewables-and-energy-efficiency 
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The proposed 2030 framework is therefore on the agenda for discussion at the EEA JPC meeting 
in Reykjavik in March 2014. The co-rapporteurs propose keeping the 2030 framework high on 
the agenda of the Committee since the implementation of a new 2030 policy could affect the 
EEA-cooperation.   
 
 
 
More specifically, the co-rapporteurs propose: 
 

 Including “climate and energy towards 2030” as a permanent agenda item throughout 
the EEA JPC’s 2014 and 2015 meetings in order to ensure continuity in the Committee’s 
work;  

 

 Closely following discussions in the EU institutions on the proposed framework including 
the proposed reform of the ETS, with a particular focus on the EEA relevance;  

 

 Meeting with the relevant Commissioners and relevant rapporteurs in the European 
Parliament throughout the process for political discussions on EEA-relevant proposals; 

 

 Encouraging the relevant authorities in the EEA EFTA States to engage with the EU side 
at an early stage in the discussions on current and upcoming EEA-relevant proposals; 
 

 Supporting the further integration of Switzerland in the Internal Energy Market, to 
ensure the country’s crucial role in the European energy network; and, 
 

 Putting more emphasis on “climate and energy towards 2030”, including in discussions 
within the national parliaments of the EEA EFTA States and Switzerland.  

 


