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The EEA Consultative Committee: 
 

⇒ sees a pressing need for measures to protect the environment if future 
generations are to enjoy healthy living conditions (air, water, food); 

 
⇒ emphasizes that without prejudice to the need for action in Europe, there must 

be global cooperation, and that the countries of Europe have a particular 
responsibility towards the rest of the world both historically and on the basis 
of their economic strength; 

 
⇒ agrees with the relevant EU and EFTA bodies, the member states and the 

socio-economic partners that progress in reducing "environmental pollution" 
can be made only through close cooperation, and that environmental 
protection requirements should be integrated into all other policy areas, as is 
indeed required under the Treaty on European Union (Maastricht Treaty); 

 
⇒ wants a Europe in which ecological, social and regional concerns are given 

equal consideration in economic policy. 
 
 The EEA Consultative Committee proposes to continue its work on 
environmental policy with the above-mentioned objectives in mind. The following 
issues may be particularly relevant to the collaborative work between the EU and EFTA, 
although the list is by no means exhaustive and does not establish any priorities yet: 
 
1. Protection of the environment and employment policy can have positive 
interactions, and it is therefore important to enhance environment-friendly technologies 
through measures at European and national level so that the future task of protecting the 
environment can be accomplished. Past experience and forecasts for the future indicate 
that environmental objectives and environment-friendly technologies promote job 
creation both within existing company structures and by generating new activities. This 
is also important in view of the potential tension between environment policy and 
employment policy. 
 
2. A close link exists between problems affecting the external environment (i.e. 
ecology) and the working environment. The similarity between these problems and the 
need to coordinate measures must be borne in mind when considering environment 
policy. Measures in one of these areas must not be incompatible with, or actually rule 
out, measures in the other. 
 
3. Environmental problems and approaches to solving them are closely associated 
with energy policy decisions and priorities. The EU and EFTA countries should 
endeavour to frame a joint strategy for developing and promoting new energy resources 
and using available, environment-friendly forms of energy. This is also relevant to the 
implementation of international decisions on preventing climate change, a phenomenon 
that could have devastating effects for certain parts of the world at least. 
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4. The EU and EFTA countries should be prepared to help in improving the global 
environment. It is appropriate that Europe should assume a leading role since it has 
made above-average use of natural resources while producing relatively severe pollution 
of the environment (i.e. air and water) in some parts of Europe. 
 
5. Relations with central and eastern Europe present a particular challenge. The 
European Economic Area (EEA) shares responsibility for countries that are negotiating 
EU entry, and environmental policy must be brought into these negotiations. The EEA 
Consultative Committee stresses the need to support these countries in meeting the 
required minimum standards for new plants and for the modernization of old plants. 
 
 There are also implications here for the other eastern European countries, some 
of which have borders with EFTA and EU countries. The EEA shares responsibility for 
these regions for general environmental reasons, but also because of the need for 
solidarity with the people in this part of the continent. 
 
6. The EEA Consultative Committee was interested to hear the positions of the 
Economic and Social Committee (ESC) on the medium-term environmental 
programme of the European Union. The emphasis is on designing innovative 
instruments of environment policy and formulating objectives to achieve sustainable, 
environment-friendly development and improve the situation. The following are 
examples of topics that could be starting points for a joint discussion in the consultative 
committee. 
 
6.1  Promotion of environment-friendly development through appropriate incentives: 
 
− switching aid from areas that are environmentally problematic to areas where future 

prospects are bright; 
− using European structural funds to promote both employment and the environment; 
− further developing the concept of civil liability; 
− using agreements between industry, local authorities and public services to facilitate 

and improve the implementation of environmental objectives; 
− improving motivation through appropriate public relations work and targeted 

consultation. 
 
6.2  Harmonizing provisions in areas outside the remit of the European Union, e.g. 
 
− emission standards for air quality 
− measures to prevent water pollution 
− treatment of waste, especially toxic waste 
− protection of nature and bio-diversity. 
 
 Consideration should be given to whether environmental protection measures are 
economically acceptable. 
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