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The need for increased dialogue with regard to EFTA’s free trade agreements 

 
The EFTA Consultative Committee: 

 
A. Having regard to the wide range of free trade agreements (FTAs) and joint 

declarations of cooperation that EFTA has negotiated and is currently 
negotiating with partners around the world1, 

 
B. Noting the increasing focus internationally on preferential free trade 

agreements following the stalemate in the WTO negotiations, and 
recognising that this put new pressure also on EFTA, both in terms of 
strategy and resources, to develop relations with potentially larger and more 
“demanding” partners and conclude free trade agreements in an increasingly 
“competitive” FTA market,  

 
C. Noting that EFTA’s third country strategy is currently driven by economic 

interests, with specific emphasis on large, emerging markets; non-
discrimination, especially vis-à-vis the EU; and opportunity, continuously 
considering requests for partnership from third countries, 

 
D. Referring to meetings between the EFTA Consultative Committee and the 

EFTA Ministers in which EFTA’s strategy and the content of EFTA’s free 
trade agreements have regularly been discussed, 

 
E. Referring to the EFTA Consultative Committee opinion from October 2008 

on the relationship between trade, climate and energy (Ref. 1085765), 
 

F. Noting that the EFTA Ministers in June and November 2008 established two 
ad-hoc working groups; one on trade and environment, and one on trade and 
labour standards, 

 
 
1. recognises and welcomes the opportunities that increased and improved 

trade relations can offer both the EFTA countries and their partners in terms 
of economic growth and employment; 

 
 
                                                 
1 EFTA has concluded 17 free trade agreements (of which 15 have entered into force) and 7 joint 
declarations of cooperation  
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2. underlines, however, that while improved conditions for economic operators 
are crucial, it is important that the EFTA countries through the free trade 
agreements encourage economic growth which is also sustainable and 
socially just. More statistics monitoring the impact of the free trade 
agreements on the EFTA economies, and ideally also on the partner 
countries, should be produced; 

 
3. reiterates also the importance of preferential free trade agreements not 

replacing but supplementing a multilateral trade agreement, and underlines 
the utmost importance of the EFTA countries working with all other partners 
towards an ambitious conclusion of the Doha Round despite the current 
setbacks; 

 
4. notes the two ad-hoc working groups that have been established under the 

EFTA Ministers to look at the relationship between trade and environment 
and trade and labour standards. Bearing in mind the increasing importance 
and scope of the EFTA free trade agreements, it could be clarifying that the 
EFTA Ministers are now looking at new aspects with regard to their trade 
relations with third country partners; 

 
5. asks the EFTA authorities to ensure a close dialogue between the EFTA 

Consultative Committee and the two ad-hoc working groups and to facilitate 
a meeting between the chair of the two working groups and the Committee 
in the first half of 2009. This will ensure that the Consultative Committee 
members can provide important input to the work of the two working 
groups;  

 
6. reiterates, with regard to the relationship between trade and environment, its  

recommendation to EFTA Ministers in October 2008 that further tariff 
reduction or tariff elimination on environmental goods on the proposed list 
within the ongoing WTO negotiations, as set out in the Doha Development 
Agenda (DDA), should be further encouraged, and that a similar list should be 
pursued by EFTA in its free trade negotiations with third countries; 

 
7. underlines, while acknowledging the different views in the Committee on the 

extent to which labour standards should be integrated into EFTA’s free trade 
agreements, the importance of strengthening the dialogue between the EFTA 
authorities and social partners on this issue and on potentially new initiatives 
taken by the EFTA Ministers in this field; 

 
8. asks in this context the EFTA Ministers to also consider establishing joint 

consultative committees as an integral part of the most important EFTA free 
trade agreements2 (e.g. India, Russia) and to report back to the Consultative 
Committee about the feasibility of such an initiative; 

 
9. asks the EFTA Ministers to report back to the EFTA Consultative 

Committee on the outcome of the final report by the two ad-how working 
groups. 

                                                 
2 This would be in line with the EU which in many of its third country agreements has either established 
joint consultative committees or included wording whereby the parties shall take the appropriate measures 
to facilitate cooperation and contacts between the Economic and Social Committee of the Community 
(EESC) and its counterparts in the partner country.  

 


