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STATEMENT  

 
The need for a social dimension in the new Northern Dimension Policy 

 
 

The EFTA Consultative Committee: 
 

A. Having regard to the Political Declaration on the Northern Dimension Policy 
and the Northern Dimension Policy Framework Document approved by the 
EU, Iceland, Norway and Russia on 24 November 2006 

 
B. Having regard to the Conference Statement of 1 March 2007 of the 

Parliamentary Conference on the Northern Dimension 
 

C. Referring to the EEA Consultative Committee resolution of 25 June 2006 on 
the Future of the Northern Dimension Policy (Ref. 1063392) 

 
 
1. welcomes the new and more ambitious Northern Dimension Policy with 

joint ownership between the EU, Iceland, Norway and Russia, with new 
institutional structures, and with new instruments for financial support; 

 
2. encourages the Icelandic and Norwegian authorities to take an active part in 

the new policy with the aim to achieve strong and tangible results; 
 
3. welcomes the initiative by the European Parliament to develop a 

parliamentary dimension within the new Northern Dimension Policy; 
 

4. regrets that the Political Declaration on the Northern Dimension Policy and 
the Northern Dimension Policy Framework Document fail to underline 
specifically also the need for a social partner dimension in the new policy, 
despite clear recommendations to this end by the EEA social partners in its 
resolution in June 2006;  

 
5. reminds the Ministers of the important role that the social partners play in 

society with regard to industrial and labour market relations, and social and 
economic progress, and reiterates therefore the need for a social partner 
dimension in the Northern Dimension Policy, along the lines of the 
parliamentary dimension mentioned specifically in the Political Declaration 
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(i.e. paragraph 8 of the Political Declaration on the Northern Dimension 
Policy);  

 
6. informs the EFTA Ministers that the EFTA Consultative Committee has 

been invited to participate in a Northern Dimension forum which will be 
organised by the European Economic and Social Committee for social 
partner and civil society organisations in the EU, Iceland, Norway and 
Russia; 

 
7. underlines the need for such a forum and the intention of the EFTA 

Consultative Committee to take an active part in it. The involvement of 
social partners will be crucial for economic cooperation within the Northern 
Dimension framework (i.e. paragraph 19 of the Policy Framework 
Document), including well-functioning labour markets and a strengthening 
of the social dialogue; 

 
8. urges the relevant EFTA Ministers to support a forum aimed at strengthening 

the social partner dimension in the new Northern Dimension Policy, and to 
support the EFTA Consultative Committee involvement in such a forum. 
The relevant EFTA authorities should underline the need for a social partner 
dimension in the new policy when they next meet with colleagues from the 
EU and Russia at senior officials and ministerial level; 

 
9. urges, in conclusion, the relevant EFTA authorities to enter into dialogue 

with their respective social partners at national level before meetings with 
Northern Dimension partners on issues of interest and importance to the 
social partners, and to discuss, when relevant, latest developments in an EEA 
EFTA context with the EFTA Consultative Committee. 

 
 
 
 

 


