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The EFTA Consultative Committee calls on the EFTA States to become as closely as 
possible linked to the EU’s Lisbon Strategy and its new mechanisms of cooperation. 
To ensure parallel development and equal conditions of competition in the Internal 
Market, the EEA EFTA States must follow the development of the Internal Market 
policy in its entirety. 
 
In its Statement to Ministers on the Lisbon follow-up of 7 December 2000 (see Annex 
I), the EFTA Consultative Committee stated that it would aim at contributing to the 
Lisbon process by identifying EU-initiatives, which would be of the greatest importance 
to the EFTA Social Partners in the EFTA follow-up. At their meeting in Geneva on 12 
December 2000, Ministers welcomed such a contribution from the Consultative 
Committee, which subsequently decided to submit an opinion on the subject to the 
EFTA Standing Committee. 
 
To reach the strategic goal of improved European competitiveness and sustainable 
knowledge-based economic growth, the EFTA Consultative Committee (CSC) believes 
it is in the common interest of the entire European Economic Area that the EEA EFTA 
States are as closely linked as possible with the European Union’s initiatives in the 
Lisbon process.  
 
As members of the EEA, the EEA EFTA States are fully integrated into the Internal 
Market, and participate in a wide range of EU programmes. Consequently they are 
already involved in a number of the initiatives foreseen in the follow-up to the Lisbon 
Council. However, a large part of the Lisbon initiatives go beyond the scope of the EEA 
Agreement or are carried out through new mechanisms of cooperation, in which the 
EEA EFTA States are not involved.  
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At the same time as the CSC stresses the importance of rapid and efficient adoption and 
implementation of EEA-relevant EC directives, the CSC urges the EFTA States to do 
their utmost to become as closely as possible associated to those undertakings of the 
Lisbon process, which are not covered by the EEA Agreement, in particular the new 
open method of coordination. A more detailed overview of EU-initiatives, to which the 
CSC would give priority, follows.1 
 
 
I.  PREPARATION OF THE TRANSITION TO A COMPETITIVE, 

DYNAMIC, KNOWLEDGE-BASED ECONOMY 
 
1.  An Information Society for all 
 
1.1  eEurope Action Plan (including several tasks identified under the main targets I 

and II) 
 
The CSC strongly supports the eEurope initiative and recommends that Action Plans, 
equivalent to the eEurope Action Plan, be drawn up on national level in the EFTA 
States (cf. the eNorway Action Plan) and that the EFTA State take part in the eEurope 
benchmarking exercise. 
 
2.  Establishing a European Area of Research and Innovation 
 
The CSC endorses the commitment to proceed towards a European Area of Research 
and Innovation to underpin the knowledge society and to optimise research performance 
and use of financial resources. The CSC supports full EFTA participation in this work, 
in particular the benchmarking activities and the establishment of a European-wide 
patent. 
 
2.3  Improve the environment for private research investment and high technology 

start-ups 
 
2.4  Benchmarking national research and development policies 
 
2.5  European innovation scoreboard 
 
2.8 European patent 
 

                                                 
1 Numbering of initiatives in this document is based on the work programme 

published by the EU Council (7953/00) of 19 April 2000 concerning the follow-
up of the Lisbon European Council Conclusions. Initiatives without numbering 
were defined in the European Social Agenda, adopted by the European Council 
in Nice, December 2000. 
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3.  Creating a friendly environment for starting up and developing innovative 

businesses, especially SMEs 
 
It is of great significance for businesses, in particular SMEs, that the EFTA States 
participate in actions towards creating a business-friendly environment. EFTA 
participation should include benchmarking on enterprise policy, the programme for 
enterprises and entrepreneurship 2001-2005 and the European Charter for SMEs. 
 
3.1  Benchmarking on enterprise policy 
 
3.2  Programme for enterprises and entrepreneurship 2001-2005 
 
3.3  European Charter for SMEs 
 
3.4  Improve access to risk capital by redirecting EIB and EIF enterprise funding (if 

possible to change the EIF’s statutes to allow for investment in the EFTA States) 
 
4.  Economic reforms for a complete and fully operational internal market 
 
The Lisbon conclusions underline the fact that a modern and successful Internal Market 
is the foundation on which EU policy for the new economy will be built. Several policy 
areas are now integrated in the Internal Market policy, with special focus on economic 
policy and structural reform. To ensure parallel development and equal conditions of 
competition throughout the EEA, the EEA EFTA States must follow the Internal Market 
policy in its entirety.  
 
4.1 Effective framework for the Internal Market Strategy 
 
Input from the EFTA side to the annual review of target actions in the Internal Market 
Strategy, a presentation of “EFTA Cardiff reports” and “EFTA Employment reports” 
and continued efforts to ensure the inclusion of EEA EFTA aspects in the 
Commission’s databases presenting information to citizens and businesses is of great 
importance. 
 
To ensure a parallel development and equal conditions of competition throughout the 
EEA, target actions not directly relevant to the EEA Agreement should be followed 
closely by the EEA EFTA authorities and necessary “EFTA actions” should be 
considered. 
 
4.2 Internal Market Strategy for Services 
 
The CSC attaches great importance to full EFTA participation in the EU strategy to 
remove barriers to services, both through analysing barriers to free movement of 
services across the EFTA borders and by implementing directives aimed at dismantling 
barriers and prevent the emergence of new ones. 
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4.6 Strategy for further coordinated action to simplify the regulatory environment, 

including the performance of public administration, at both national and 
European level.  

 
The CSC recognises the urgent need to set in train a new simplification policy in order 
to ensure the proper functioning of the Internal Market. The Committee calls on the 
EFTA States to put more emphasis on the follow-up of the SLIM (Simplification of 
Legislation for the Internal Market) initiative and to take full part in all further action to 
simplify the regulatory environment (in particular the BEST Action Plan), both at 
European and – not least – at national level.  
 
4.8  Council Report on structural indicators  

(partly covered by Cardiff process and the Broad Economic Policy Guidelines) 
 
Efforts should be made to include figures and facts from the EFTA States in the 
assessment of progress made in meeting Lisbon’s strategic goal. It is of particular 
importance to make efforts to be included in the synthesis report, which will be 
presented to the Stockholm European Council in March 2001, reviewing progress made 
towards achieving Lisbon’s strategic goal. If this objective cannot be achieved, the 
EFTA States should aim at issuing an annual EFTA Synthesis Report, based on the 
same indicators as the EU’s Synthesis Report, to be able to compare competitiveness in 
the whole European Economic Area and Switzerland. 
 
5.  Efficient and integrated financial markets 
 
The Committee is in favour of rules that integrate the fragmented financial and banking 
markets in the EEA but which take account of the interests of all major stakeholders 
(consumers, savers, enterprises and investors).  
 
5.1  Implementation of the Financial Services Action Plan 
 
5.2  Benchmarking and monitoring of the Risk Capital Action Plan  
 
The CSC supports the full implementation of the Financial Services Action Plan by all 
the EFTA States and participation in benchmarking and monitoring of the Risk Capital 
Action Plan.  
 
5.4 Conclusion of tax package 
 
Since the EEA Agreement does not include the areas of economic and taxation policies, 
the close link between Internal Market policies and the “Cardiff Process” of economic 
reforms represents a challenge for the EEA Agreement. Actions in the taxation area, 
parallel to EU-actions, should be considered by the EFTA States in order to contribute 
to a parallel development of the competition climate in the EEA.  
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6.  Co-ordinating macro-economic policies: fiscal consolidation, quality and 

sustainability of public finances 
 
The CSC stresses the importance of including comparable data and indicators from the 
EFTA States in the EU report, which will assess the contribution of public finances to 
growth and employment, and whether adequate concrete measures are being taken in 
order to:  
 
6.1 Alleviate tax pressure on low-paid labour and improve employment and training 

incentive effects of tax systems 
 
6.2 Redirect public expenditure towards increasing the importance of physical and 

human capital accumulation, and support research and development innovation 
 
6.3 Ensure long-term sustainability of public finances 
 
Exchange of information and national strategies on financial implications of ageing 
population will be included in a report, which is being prepared for the Stockholm 
European Council. The EFTA States should contribute with information and data to this 
report. 
 
 
II. MODERNISING THE EUROPEAN SOCIAL MODEL, BY INVESTING 

IN PEOPLE AND BUILDING AN ACTIVE WELFARE STATE 
 
1.  Education and training for living and working in the knowledge society 
 
Taking into account that a knowledge-based society is the basis for increased 
competitiveness, the CSC calls for active contributions by the EFTA States to the EU 
target actions in the field of education and training, in particular those covered by the 
eEurope initiative (see chapter I).  
 
1.1  Increase in human resources investment 
 
1.2  Halve by 2010 number of 18-24 year olds with only lower secondary level 

education 
 
1.6  Define means for fostering mobility of people associated with educational 

institutions 
 
2.  More and better jobs for Europe: developing an active employment policy 
 
The European Employment Strategy launched by the Luxembourg process has, together 
with more favourable economic conditions, contributed successfully to the 
improvement of the employment situation in Europe. 
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The CSC calls for a continuation and strengthening of the existing co-operation and 
dialogue at national level between social partners and governments on the issues 
concerning working life, employment and labour market.  The Committee would like to 
call for a concrete initiative from the EFTA countries to make, on a voluntary basis, 
their own national Cardiff-reports and National Action Plans on Employment (NAPs) in 
line with those from the EU Member States, under a close co-operation between the 
social partners and governments. 
 
The CSC emphasises the importance for the EFTA States to be as closely linked as 
possible to the EU’s Employment Strategy and suggests that EFTA could serve as a 
platform for the EFTA Member States to exchange views and best practices with the 
European Union on employment issues, e.g. by increasing the scope of the EFTA Ad 
Hoc group on Employment.  
 
The CSC, moreover, supports the participation of the EFTA States in an EU programme 
on incentive measures designed to feed into the European Employment Strategy, 
including benchmarking and information exchange. 
 
2.1 Mid-term review of the European Employment guidelines, establishing closer 

links with other policy areas and involving social partners more closely 
 
2.3 Higher priority to lifelong learning, including by encouraging agreements 

between social partners  
 
2.6 Raise employment rates amongst men and women 
 
4.5 European Social Agenda (with annual spring scoreboard of progress) 
 
The Social Agenda, which was adopted at the Nice Summit in December 2000, 
constitutes a major step towards the reinforcement and modernization of the European 
social model. It is designed to convert the political commitments made at the Lisbon 
Summit into concrete actions and will form the basis for regularly updated scoreboard. 
 
The CSC would welcome full EFTA participation in the implementation of the 
European Social Agenda, which aims at using all existing Community instruments (e.g. 
the open method of coordination, legislation, the social dialogue, the Structural Funds, 
the support programmes, the integrated policy approach, analysis and research) to 
promote the Lisbon goals.  
 
3.  Modernising social protection 
 
The CSC notes with satisfaction the strengthened cooperation in this field, in particular 
through the establishment of the Social Protection Committee, which focuses on 
pensions and social exclusion. The CSC fully supports an EFTA link to the Committee. 
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4.  Promoting social inclusion  
 
The CSC recommends full EFTA participation in the European cooperation aiming at 
combating social exclusion, through exchange of information and best practices and by 
mainstreaming the promotion of social inclusion in different policy areas. 
 
- Promoting gender equality 
 
- Strengthen social policy aspects of enlargement 

 
 
III. PUTTING DECISIONS INTO PRACTICE: A MORE COHERENT AND 

SYSTEMATIC APPROACH 
 
EU policies have become increasingly intertwined as is clearly seen in the Member 
States’ coordinated actions on employment, social and economic policies – the so-called 
Luxembourg, Cardiff and Cologne processes. Instead of launching a new process, the 
Lisbon Council introduced a new political method, the so-called new open method of 
coordination in order to implement the new strategic goal adopted at the Lisbon summit.  
 
The new method involves guidelines, quantitative and qualitative indicators, 
benchmarks and fixed timetables to achieve the goals. There is thus a shift from 
traditional regulations, directives and decisions which, given their EEA relevance would 
be incorporated into EEA legislation, to new and more informal mechanisms. It is of 
utmost importance that the EFTA States face the challenge and are able to find new 
ways of working with the EU, in order to be able to participate fully in the follow-up to 
Lisbon.  
 
In line with subsidiarity and a decentralised approach, the social partners and civil 
society will be actively involved in implementing the Lisbon strategy. In light of this, 
the Consultative Committee proposes a partnership between the EFTA Social Partners 
and the EFTA States, whereby regular consultations and exchange of views on the 
Lisbon follow-up can take place, both at national level and at EFTA level.  
 
The Consultative Committee is prepared to take an active and responsible part in the 
implementation of the Lisbon strategy and to mobilise relevant civil society actors in the 
EFTA countries, thus providing added value to the process.  
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EFTA CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE  
STATEMENT ON THE LISBON FOLLOW-UP 

 
 
1. During the last couple of years, EU policies have become increasingly 
intertwined as is clearly seen in the Member States’ coordinated actions on 
employment, social and economic policies – the so-called Luxembourg, Cardiff and 
Cologne processes. The Lisbon European Council focused on the consistency between 
and improved articulation of the various coordination processes, thereby giving them a 
further impulse.  
 
2. The Lisbon Council introduced a new political method, the so-called new open 
method of coordination in order to implement the new strategic goal adopted at the 
Lisbon summit to become the most competitive and dynamic knowledge-based economy 
in the world, capable of sustainable economic growth with more and better jobs and 
greater social cohesion. 
 
3. The new method entails a shift from traditional regulations, directives and 
decisions which, given their EEA relevance would be incorporated into EEA legislation, 
to new policy instruments such as guidelines, quantitative and qualitative indicators, 
benchmarks and fixed timetables to achieve the goals. 
 
4. The Lisbon conclusions underline the fact that a modern and successful Internal 
Market is the foundation on which EU policy for the new economy will be built. The 
Lisbon conclusions in fact highlight the new approach to the Internal Market. Several 
policy areas are now integrated in the Internal Market policy, with special focus on 
economic policy and structural reform. To ensure parallel development and equal 
conditions of competition throughout the EEA, the EEA EFTA States must follow the 
Internal Market policy in its entirety.  
 
5. The Consultative Committee welcomes the conclusions of the EEA Council (19 
September 2000) on EEA EFTA involvement in the Lisbon follow-up and the 
subsequent establishment of an ad hoc group under the Standing Committee on follow-
up to the Lisbon summit. 
 
6. The Consultative Committee stresses that it is crucial for the EFTA States to act 
swiftly and vigorously in order to ensure the proper level of involvement in the Lisbon 
follow-up. An active dialogue should be established rapidly with the EU on including 
figures and facts from the EFTA States in the assessment of progress made in meeting 
Lisbon’s strategic goal. It is of particular importance to make efforts to be included in 
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the synthesis report, which will be presented to the Stockholm European Council in 
March 2001, reviewing progress made towards achieving Lisbon’s strategic goal. 
 
7. The Consultative Committee warns that limiting the EFTA involvement in the 
Lisbon follow-up to setting up parallel national programmes with similar guidelines and 
benchmarks will not yield optimal results. The best results – both for EFTA and for the 
EU - will only be achieved if a joint effort is made and ways are found to cooperate and 
publish the results jointly.  
 
8. The Consultative Committee notes that the Lisbon strategy requires the active 
involvement and participation of the Social Partners and civil society organisations to 
implement the strategy. The goal of becoming the most competitive knowledge-based 
economy in the world cannot be achieved by a "top-down" approach, but by "bottom-
up" co-ordination of policies of public and private actors. 
 
9. In light of this, the Consultative Committee proposes a partnership between the 
EFTA Social Partners and the EFTA States, whereby regular consultations and 
exchange of views can take place. The Committee aims at contributing to the process by 
identifying which initiatives, tasks and target actions to be taken by the EU side, would 
be of the greatest importance to the EFTA Social Partners in the EFTA follow-up. The 
Committee would welcome a dialogue on this with the ad hoc group on the Lisbon 
follow-up. 
 
10. The Consultative Committee is prepared to take an active and responsible part in 
the implementation of the Lisbon strategy and to mobilise relevant civil society actors in 
the EFTA countries, thus providing added value to the process.  
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