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I Introduction 

 

The aim and mission of the EFTA Consultative Committee (EFTA CC) is threefold: 

 

 To take part in the shaping of the EFTA and EEA agenda, and influence policies 

in the areas that affect the social partners; 

 To be a forum for dialogue between social partners from all EFTA countries, and 

a link to social partners in the EU and the EU accession countries; 

 To raise awareness of the social and economic aspects of EFTA’s free trade 

agreements (FTAs) and the EEA, and the role of the social partners. 

 

The Committee will as usual meet with EFTA ministers in spring and autumn, including 

a meeting with the three EEA EFTA Ministers in the second half of the year.  

 

The Committee will continue its exchange of views with the Standing Committee of the 

EFTA States and the EFTA Parliamentary Committee and also seek to engage in 

dialogue with relevant EFTA working groups on up-coming issues. Furthermore, 

members will continue to participate in relevant meetings in the European Economic and 

Social Committee (EESC) through the so-called osmosis procedure.  

 

The EFTA CC will continue to encourage the Swiss delegation of the Committee to give 

updates on Swiss-EU bilateral relations and keep the other members informed on how 

latest EEA developments are of relevance also to Switzerland.  

 

The Framework programme is meant as a flexible overview of ideas and as a point of 

reference for how the Committee could organise its work and priorities in 2016. It can be 

adapted to new developments in EFTA and the EU.  
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II List of possible priorities in 2016 

 

Third-country relations 

 

The Committee will continue to monitor developments in EFTA’s third-country relations 

and contribute to keeping a high focus on matters of relevance to the social partners. With 

EFTA extending its free trade network, this work has become more important also for the 

EFTA CC, and will be at the centre of the meetings with EFTA Ministers. 

 

The Committee will have a particular focus on: 

 

- the entry-into force and ratifications of signed agreements: accession of 

Guatemala to the EFTA-Central America FTA;  

- ongoing negotiations, e.g. Georgia, India, Indonesia, Malaysia and Vietnam 

(Algeria, Honduras, RuBeKa and Thailand are on hold); 

- ongoing and potential negotiations on extending the scope of existing FTAs to 

areas such as trade in services, investment, government procurement, intellectual 

property rights and sustainable development, e.g. Turkey, Canada and Mexico;  

- joint declarations on cooperation: Ecuador, MERCOSUR (Argentina, Brazil, 

Paraguay and Uruguay), Myanmar, Pakistan, and the Philippines; 

- initiatives to seek closer cooperation with Nigeria and the East African 

Community (EAC); 

- inclusion of model provisions on labour and environmental standards in FTAs and 

follow up concerning their implementation (EFTA CC letter to EFTA ministers); 

- the EUs trade policy and negotiations of FTAs, with a particular focus on the EU-

US negotiations for a Trans-Atlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP); 

- the negotiations on a Trade in Services Agreement (TiSA) by 23 WTO members, 

including the EU, the US and the four EFTA States. 

Two EFTA CC observers will continue to participate in the EFTA Parliamentary 

Committee’s third country visits. The PC will visit the Philippines and Vietnam in early 

autumn. 

 

Horizontal issues and EU developments 

The Committee will continue to follow the implementation of the Europe 20201 growth 

strategy and EU responses to the economic crisis, and other horizontal issues with 

implications for the EEA EFTA States, in particular: 

- TTIP2 negotiations and implications for the EEA Agreement; 

- New EU Trade and Investment Strategy3; 

- Initiatives to boost Jobs, Growth and Investment;4 

- EU measures to tackle youth unemployment;5 

- The European Agenda on migration and responses to the migration crisis6. 

                                                 
1 http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/index_en.htm  
2 http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/in-focus/ttip/  
3 http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/in-focus/new-trade-strategy/  
4 http://ec.europa.eu/index_en.htm  
5 http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1036  

http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/in-focus/ttip/
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/in-focus/new-trade-strategy/
http://ec.europa.eu/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1036


 

 

 

Single Market initiatives 

 

The Committee will continue to follow closely the implementation of the Single Market, 

and more particularly:  

 

- New Single Market Strategy for more opportunities for citizens and business7; 

- Labour Mobility Package: including a Communication on labour mobility, a 

targeted revision of the Posting of workers directive, a revision of social security 

coordination, and possibly challenges related to the migration crisis8;  

- Commission proposal for a European Platform for fighting undeclared work;9 

- Possible proposal on a revision of the working time directive10; 

- Better regulation exercise and the REFIT programme11; 

- Forthcoming New Skills Agenda for Europe12;  

- Forthcoming Circular Economy Package13; 

- Follow-up to EU Corporate Social Responsibility Strategy14.   

 

 

EFTA CC opinions and EEA CC reports and resolutions 

 

Prepare EEA CC reports and resolutions on the following topics in 2016: 

- Internal Market with a focus on labour mobility; 

- REFIT and better regulation seen from a social partner’s perspective. 

 

Consider to prepare EFTA CC opinions on relevant EEA and free trade issues.  

 

 

Joint events with other EFTA Committees and Working Groups (WGs) 

 

- organise a joint seminar on the labour market integration of refugees with the WG 

on Health and Safety at Work and Labour Law and the WG on Free Movement of 

Persons, Employment and Social Policy.  

 

EU social dialogue and relations with EESC 

 
- invite representatives from the European social partners (ETUC, Businesseurope, 

CEEP, etc.) to exchange views on topical issues on their agendas; 

                                                                                                                                                 
6 http://ec.europa.eu/priorities/migration/index_en.htm 
7 http://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-

databases/newsroom/cf/itemdetail.cfm?item_id=8529&lang=en&tpa_id=0&title=Deeper%2Dand%2Dfaire

r%2DSingle%2DMarket%2Dboosts%2Dopportunities%2Dfor%2Dcitizens%2Dand%2Dbusiness  
8 To be presented by the probably before April 2016 
9 http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=89&newsId=2055&furtherNews=yes  
10  http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=706&langId=en&intPageId=205  
11 http://ec.europa.eu/smart-regulation/index_en.htm  
12 aiming at promoting skills development, including the mutual recognition of qualifications, supporting vocational 

training and higher education and reaping the full potential of digital jobs.  
13 aiming at addressing economic and environmental concerns by maximizing efficiency in the use of resources, 

covering the whole value chain (including sustainable consumption, production, waste management) and through 

innovation, thereby enabling the development of new markets and business models.  
14 http://ec.europa.eu/growth/industry/corporate-social-responsibility/ 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/priorities/migration/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/newsroom/cf/itemdetail.cfm?item_id=8529&lang=en&tpa_id=0&title=Deeper%2Dand%2Dfairer%2DSingle%2DMarket%2Dboosts%2Dopportunities%2Dfor%2Dcitizens%2Dand%2Dbusiness
http://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/newsroom/cf/itemdetail.cfm?item_id=8529&lang=en&tpa_id=0&title=Deeper%2Dand%2Dfairer%2DSingle%2DMarket%2Dboosts%2Dopportunities%2Dfor%2Dcitizens%2Dand%2Dbusiness
http://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/newsroom/cf/itemdetail.cfm?item_id=8529&lang=en&tpa_id=0&title=Deeper%2Dand%2Dfairer%2DSingle%2DMarket%2Dboosts%2Dopportunities%2Dfor%2Dcitizens%2Dand%2Dbusiness
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=89&newsId=2055&furtherNews=yes
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=706&langId=en&intPageId=205
http://ec.europa.eu/smart-regulation/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/growth/industry/corporate-social-responsibility/
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- explore closer cooperation with the EESC Single Market Observatory and other 

EESC bodies. 

 

EFTA relations with the EU 

 

Follow developments in EFTA relations with the EU, both with regard to the EEA 

cooperation and the Swiss-EU Bilateral Agreements, including the EEA Financial 

Mechanism. 

 

III Provisional meeting schedule for 2016 (updated 20 September 2016) 

 
Date Place Meeting Participation 

    

8-9 March  

 

Brussels  

 

EFTA CC 

 

Meeting with EFTA 

Standing Committee  

 

Possible seminar with 

relevant EFTA 

Working Groups 

All members 

 

All members 

 

 

All members 

 

    

18-19 May   Vaduz, 

Liechtenstein 

EEA Joint Parliamentary 

Committee 

EEA CC co-chairs 

(observers) 

    

19-20 May  Vaduz, 

Liechtenstein 

EEA CC Bureau 

 

EEA CC 

Bureau members 

 

All members 

    

27-28 June  

 

 

Bern, 

Switzerland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EFTA CC  

 

Meeting with EFTA 

Parliamentary 

Committee 

 

Meeting with EFTA 

Ministers 

All members  

 

All members  

 

 

 

All members  

    

15 November Brussels  EFTA CC meeting 

 

Meeting with the three 

EEA EFTA ministers 

 

Meeting with the EFTA 

Ministerial Chair 

(Iceland) (tbc) 

All members 

 

All members 

 

 

All members 

 

 

    

14 or 16 November 

(tbc) 

Brussels EEA CC Bureau meeting Bureau members 

    

14-15 December Strasbourg EEA Joint Parliamentary 

Committee 

EEA CC co-chairs 

(observers) 

 


