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I Introduction 

 

The aim and mission of the EFTA Consultative Committee (EFTA CC) is threefold: 

 To take part in the shaping of the EFTA and EEA agenda, and influence policies 

in the areas that affect the social partners; 

 To be a forum for dialogue between social partners from all EFTA countries, and 

a link to social partners in the EU and the EU accession countries; 

 To raise awareness of the social and economic aspects of EFTA’s free trade 

agreements (FTAs) and the EEA, and the role of the social partners. 

 

The Committee will as usual meet with EFTA ministers in spring and autumn, including 

a meeting with the three EEA EFTA Ministers in the second half of the year.  

 

The Committee will continue its exchange of views with the Standing Committee of the 

EFTA States and the EFTA Parliamentary Committee and also seek to engage in 

dialogue with relevant EFTA working groups on up-coming issues. Furthermore, 

members will continue to participate in relevant meetings in the European Economic and 

Social Committee (EESC) through the so-called osmosis procedure.  

 

The EFTA CC will continue to encourage the Swiss delegation of the Committee to give 

updates on Swiss-EU bilateral relations and keep the other members informed on how 

latest EEA developments are of relevance also to Switzerland.  

 

The Framework programme is meant as a flexible overview of ideas and as a point of 

reference for how the Committee could organise its work and priorities in 2013. It can be 

adapted to new developments in EFTA and the EU.  

 

II List of possible priorities in 2013 

 

Third-country relations 

 

The Committee will continue to monitor latest developments in EFTA’s third-country 

relations and contribute to keeping a high focus on matters of relevance to the social 

partners. With EFTA extending its free trade network, this work becomes more important 

also for the EFTA CC, and will be at the centre of the meetings with EFTA Ministers. 
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It would be especially important for the Committee to have a pro-active focus on: 

- the entry-into force and ratifications of signed agreements, e.g. Columbia
1
, GCC..;  

- ongoing negotiations, e.g. India, China, Indonesia, RuBeKa, Central America 

(Costa Rica, Guatemala, Honduras and Panama), Vietnam, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, and, Malaysia; 

- joint declarations on cooperation: Mauritius, MERCOSUR (Argentina, Brazil, 

Paraguay and Uruguay), Georgia, and Pakistan
2
; 

- inclusion of model provisions on labour and environmental standards in FTAs; 

- the extension of existing FTAs to new areas, including sustainable development 

provisions and IPR;  

- the EUs trade policy and negotiations of FTAs. 

 

The Committee will continue to participate
3
 as an observer in the EFTA PC third country 

visits. The PC will visit Costa Rica and Panama during the third week of January. 

Europe 2020 growth strategy and EU responses to the economic crisis  

The global economic and financial crisis will continue to be high on the agenda of the 

Committee also in 2013, with a main focus on the impact on the euro, economic 

governance in Europe, including the 'European semester'
4
, and repercussions on 

economies and labour markets in the EEA.  

The Committee will look into EU responses to exit the crisis and more particularly how 

to create growth in the context of the Europe 2020 strategy. A main focus could be 

related to initiatives in the areas of industrial policy, innovation and new skills and jobs.  

 

Single Market initiatives 

 

The Committee will continue to follow closely the implementation of the Single Market, 

and more particularly initiatives under the Single Market Acts I and II
5
.  

 

The EFTA CC could in 2013 focus more particularly on: 

- relevant proposals under the Single Market Act II (related to mobility of citizens 

and businesses, access to finance, digital economy, ...); 

- better governance of the Single Market
6
; 

- report
7
 and a communication

8
 on the implementation of the Services Directive; 

- the role of public sector services in the Internal Market and changes to the public 

procurement rules (e-invoicing); 

- Commission proposal
9
 on gender quotas in company boards; 

- EUs new industrial policy
10

; 

                                                 
1
 The FTA entered into force in July 2011, but is pending ratification by Norway and Iceland  

2
 Signing of a Joint Declaration of cooperation at EFTA Ministerial 12 November 2012 

3
 CC has been observer to the PC’s visits to Canada, India, Russia, Vietnam and Indonesia 

4
 In 2013 the EU will launch the fourth European Semester through the Annual Growth Strategy 

5
 http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/smact/index_en.htm  

6
 http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/strategy/docs/governance/com_2012_259_en.pdf  

7
 http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/publications/economic_paper/2012/pdf/ecp_456_en.pdf 

8
 http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2012:0261:FIN:EN:PDF 

9
 http://ec.europa.eu/justice/newsroom/gender-equality/news/121114_en.htm  

10
 http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2012:0582:FIN:EN:PDF 

http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/smact/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/strategy/docs/governance/com_2012_259_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/publications/economic_paper/2012/pdf/ecp_456_en.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2012:0261:FIN:EN:PDF
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/newsroom/gender-equality/news/121114_en.htm
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2012:0582:FIN:EN:PDF


 

 

- CSR initiatives including rules on disclosure of non-financial information and  

guidelines for self- and co-regulation initiatives in the field of CSR. 

- labour law issues (enforcement of posting of workers directive, social partner 

negotiations on working time directive, measures against social dumping...) 

- relevant EU programmes for the period 2014-2020,e.g. COSME
11

, Horizon 

2020
12

, Programme for Social change and innovation
13

, Erasmus for all
14

; 

- being informed on relevant cases at the EFTA Court;  

- exploring a follow-up meeting/event with EESC Single Market Observatory; 

 

Joint seminars/conferences with other EFTA Committees and Working Groups 

 

To follow up on earlier practice: 

- explore a meeting/seminar with the EFTA WG on Health and Safety at Work and 

Labour Law on social and labour market issues (for instance social dumping); 

- explore the possibility of meetings with other EFTA Working Groups, 

- consider topics for a joint conference with the EFTA PC in November 2013.  

 

EFTA CC opinions and EEA CC reports and resolutions 

 

Consider preparing an EFTA CC opinion on the Single Market Act II in parallel to the 

opinion being prepared by the Single Market Observatory. 

 

Consider the following topics for EEA CC reports and resolutions: 

- Arctic Policy/Northern Dimension 

- The role of social partners in the transition from school to the labour market.  

 

EFTA relations with the EU 

 

Monitor discussions between the EFTA States and the EU on the state-of-play of the 

EEA cooperation and EU-Swiss relations, and it will be especially important to look at:  

- follow-up to the Norwegian EEA Review
15

 and the governments’ White Paper
16

;  

- the EEA review of the European External Action Services; 

- the EEA review of Liechtenstein (carried out by CEPS); and 

- developments as regards the Swiss-EU Bilateral Agreements.  

 

EU/EEA enlargement 

 

The EFTA CC will follow closely the negotiations on Icelandic EU membership and 

participate with observers in the EU-Iceland Joint Consultative Committee.  

 

The EFTA CC could follow up on the EFTA delegation visit to Zagreb in May 2010 and 

invite the Croatian social partners to an EFTA CC meeting in 2013 (possibly March).  

 

 

                                                 
11

 http://ec.europa.eu/cip/cosme/index_en.htm 
12

 http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/index_en.cfm?pg=home&video=none 
13

 http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=89&newsId=1093 
14

 http://ec.europa.eu/education/erasmus-for-all/ 
15

 Presented 17 January 2012  
16

 Presented 12 October 2012  

http://ec.europa.eu/cip/cosme/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/index_en.cfm?pg=home&video=none
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=89&newsId=1093
http://ec.europa.eu/education/erasmus-for-all/
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III Provisional meeting schedule for 2013 (updated June 2013) 
Date Place Meeting Participation 

    

23-24 May  

 

Brussels  

 

EFTA CC 

 

Meeting with EFTA 

Standing Committee  

 

Meeting with Croatian 

social partners  

 

Seminar  with the EFTA 

WG on Health and 

Safety at Work and 

Labour Law   

All members 

 

All members 

 

 

All members 

 

 

All members 

    

29 -30  May  Brussels EEA Joint Parliamentary 

Committee 

EEA CC co-chairs 

(observers) 

    

23-25  June  

 

 

Trondheim, 

Norway 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EFTA CC  

 

Meeting with EFTA 

Parliamentary 

Committee 

 

Meeting with EFTA 

Ministers 

All members  

 

All members  

 

 

 

All members  

    

9 October 

10-11 October 

Rovaniemi, 

Finland 

EEA CC Bureau 

EEA CC  

Bureau members 

All members 

    

28-29 October  Liechtenstein EEA Joint Parliamentary 

Committee 

EEA CC co-chairs 

(observers) 

    

19-20 November (dates 

to be confirmed when 

the date of the EEA 

Council is confirmed by 

the EU Presidency) 

Brussels  EFTA CC meeting 

 

Meeting with the three 

EEA EFTA ministers 

 

Meeting with the EFTA 

Ministerial Chair 

(Liechtenstein Minister)  

 

Joint conference with the 

Parliamentary 

Committee 

All members 

 

All members 

 

 

 

All members 

 

 

 

All members 

    

    

November/December Brussels EEA CC Bureau meeting Bureau members 

    

    

 


