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EEA Institutions

The decision-making process in the EEA Agreement is characterised by its two-pillar structure. Read
more about the EEA institutions in this section.

The decision-making process in the EEA Agreement is characterised by its two-pillar structure.
Substantive decisions relating to the EEA Agreement and its operation are a joint venture with the
EU and in the hands of common bodies.

The EEA EFTA States have not transferred any legislative competencies to the EEA institutions and
they are unable, constitutionally, to accept direct decisions by the Commission or the European
Court of Justice. To cater for this situation, the EEA Agreement established EEA EFTA bodies to match
those on the EU side. The EEA EFTA States take all decisions by concensus as opposed to the EU side
where decisions related to EEA legislation are normally taken by majority vote.

The two-pillar EEA structure:
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This diagram illustrates the management of the EEA Agreement. The left pillar shows the EFTA States and their institutions, while the right
pillar shows the EL side. The joint EEA bodies are in the middle.
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